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I’ve always been told I’m “mature for my age”: my aunts have 
called me an old soul; my mom 
said I was born middle-aged; 
and my penchant for tea and 
embroidery would seem to further 
solidify my aged nature. 
But I’m 21 years old, and I feel 
my youth a lot of the time. There 
are myriad moments I look back 
on with regret, times when I react 
without thinking. I see maturity 
as meaning you act with purpose, 
that you don’t indulge in pettiness 
or let your ego get involved—that 
maybe you possess a modicum of 
wisdom. I like to think of myself 
as being mature, but it’s not until 
after I’ve gotten far too into a 
competitive argument about a 
board game that I feel I’ve got a lot 
of growing up to do. 
Don’t get me wrong, there’s 
nothing wrong with being a 
youthful ingénue. Attempting 
to be mature also doesn’t 
mean mitigating all lapses in 
judgement—to say otherwise 
would be to deny human nature 
and our imperfections. And, 
in C.S. Lewis’ words, “To be 
concerned about being grown up, 
to admire the grown up because 
it is grown up, to blush at the 
suspicion of being childish; these 
things are the marks of childhood 
and adolescence. … When I 
became a man I put away childish 
things, including the fear of 
childishness and the desire to be 
very grown up.”
Maybe maturity is the wrong 
word, because it’s ambiguous, 
encapsulating so much that it 
encapsulates nothing. I feel I’m 
“mature” in the broad sense. I’ve 
gotten credit for preferring to curl 
up with a book or a movie, for 
listening to others’ problems, and 
for occasionally giving some good 
advice. But that doesn’t negate 
when I act without thinking, or 
the fact that anyone can give good 
advice when they aren’t analyzing 
their own life.
Perhaps it’s because I’ve been 
living away from my parents for 
over a year now; that my partner 
in crime is an endlessly lovely and 
thoughtful 27-year-old; that I’m 
getting tired of yielding to my 
youth; but, after a year of writing 
opinionated Lettitors, I’m finally 
ready for some self-reflection.
It’s like the emotional 
equivalent of puberty, this 
awkward period of adulthood 
stuck between wild adolescence 
and possibly settling down; 
grappling to figure out who you 
want to be and how you’re going 
to get there, while it’s about all 
you can do to simply be. It’s so 
much easier to be impulsive, to 
get upset when there’s no reason 
to, and then claim maturity by 
listening to and offering advice for 
someone else’s problems. It’s far 
harder to think about your own 
actions, and how you can become 
a better human being.
I want to be thoughtful. 
I want to pause, rather than 
leaping to judgement or action. I 
want to be Audrey Hepburn, not 
Holly Golightly. I want to enjoy 
a drink or two with friends, not 
mix wine, gin, beer, and vodka 
to a disastrous denouement. Of 
course I’m going to keep making 
mistakes, but I need to start truly 
learning from my errors. 
I’m not a girl, not yet a woman
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  Douglas Students’ Union surpasses Nepal fundraising goal
  Site C Dam moves forward amid controversy
  Targeted shooting in Coquitlam Centre parking lot
And more!News
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Lauren Kelly, News Editor
                       news@theotherpress.ca
Metro Vancouver has launched a new food 
waste campaign called “Love 
Food, Hate Waste,” in response 
to large amounts of still edible 
food being deposited into 
food waste bins. The program 
began in the UK and cut down 
food waste 21 per cent over five 
years.
Metro Vancouver’s food 
waste program has been a 
success, with most people now 
throwing their food waste into 
designated bins instead of the 
general garbage. However, the 
contents of the food waste bins 
were surprising, with over half 
of the contents being edible 
food instead of mostly scraps. 
According to statistics 
offered by the website, Metro 
Vancouver as a whole throws 
out 70,000 glasses of milk, 
26,000 bananas, 80,000 
potatoes, and 55,000 apples 
each day. This waste is costing 
the average family $700 a year. 
The campaign’s website has 
sections that offer recipes, food 
storage guides and a place for 
people to share creative tips for 
not wasting food.
The recipes section 
contains solitary recipes as well 
as meal sets, which provide 
five dinner recipes for the week 
and a total shopping list for all 
five. The recipes, for food such 
as Mediterranean couscous 
and parmesan chicken, allow 
users to enter how many adults 
and children the meal is for, 
changing the recipe portions 
automatically and reducing 
leftovers.
The food storage section 
gives information about best-
before guidelines, as well as the 
shelf life of common foods after 
their best before date. On top of 
this, freezer and shelf guides, as 
well as general tips are included 
to help prolong the life of food 
and not have it thrown away 
early.
The “Your Ideas” section 
allows users to share their own 
innovations for avoiding food 
waste. In one example of a user 
submitted tip, Julie D from 
Coquitlam offers this: “Fresh 
strawberries mould quickly.  
Add vinegar to a bowl of water 
and rinse your strawberries.  
The vinegar kills the bacteria. 
Dry with paper towels and store 
in the fridge. They will keep 
several days longer.”
The Metro Vancouver 
communications division 
manager David Hocking told 
Consumer Grocer that their 
goal was to “reduce garbage 
10 per cent per capita by 
2020,” which includes putting 
a large dent into the food 
waste that makes up 35 per 
cent of our garbage. If Metro 
Vancouverites take advantage 
of this wealth of information, 
that goal may be achievable. 
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The Transportation and Transit Referendum has 
drawn to a close after nearly six 
months of campaigning.
During the final week of the 
referendum, both supporters of 
the “Yes” side and the “No” side 
pleaded for undecided and late 
voters to vote.
The Mayors Council have 
been urging voters to vote 
“Yes” for a 0.5 per cent increase 
to the PST, which would be 
allocated towards funding the 
Mayors’ Council’s transit plan; 
a plan that involves expanding 
SkyTrain lines in Vancouver, 
building light-rail routes in 
Surrey and Langley, replacing the 
Patullo Bridge, and expanding 
TransLink’s network of busses 
over the next 25 years.
Meanwhile, supporters of the 
“No” side, such as the Canadian 
Tax Federation and Maple Ridge 
Mayor Nicole Read, suggested 
that voters reject the new tax.
“There needs to be a 
governance change and the 
province  needs to be strongly 
brought to the table to have a 
conversation about that because, 
before that happens, I think 
it’s really hard to get anybody 
to commit to spending more 
money,”  Read said to CBC.
In addition to the pleas of 
both sides, Metro Vancouver 
residents received yet another 
reason to vote.
On May 22, the SkyTrain 
Expo line experienced a 
shutdown after a bird’s nest 
caught fire on the track during 
morning peak hours, leaving 
commuters stranded and late 
for school, work, and other 
commitments.
David Moscrop, a University 
of British Columbia (UBC) 
political scientist, suggested that 
a SkyTrain shutdown due to a 
bird’s nest may speak as loudly as 
a campaign, and may have served 
as an additional motivation for 
people to vote.
“‘The service is poor, I just 
had a massively inconvenient 
interruption, we need better 
transit, I’m going to vote, and 
I’m going to vote Yes’—or ‘These 
people are incompetent, nothing 
I do is going to fix that, they’ve 
ruined my day, I’m going to vote 
No,’” Moscrop hypothesized to 
CBC.
Voter turnout was counted at 
44 per cent prior to the final day 
of the voting period. Belcarra and 
North Vancouver had the highest 
turnout of voters, with a 57.5 and 
50.5 per cent turnout respectively. 
Surrey and Vancouver Electoral 
Area A (which includes UBC) 
have had the lowest voter turnout 
with 39.5 and 38.9 per cent 
respectively. The turnout rates 
will have likely surged in the final 
days of the referendum.
As of this publishing, the 
results of the referendum have 
not been released.
 Half-year of campaigning over
Vancouver Transportation and Transit 
referendum draws to a close
 Analysis of food waste bins show tens of thousands of wasted food items each day
Metro Vancouver introduces “Love 
Food, Hate Waste” program
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Mercedes Deutscher
Staff Reporter
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
The City of Surrey has always faced a problem with gang 
violence, which has led to a 
significant number of shootings 
and increased fear from 
residents of both Surrey and the 
rest of the Lower Mainland in 
the last three months.
Since early March, 
Surrey has had a reported 30 
shootings. According to RCMP 
investigation, the vast majority 
of these shootings are linked 
to violence between feuding 
groups of South Asian and 
Somalian gangs. Only one of 
these shootings has resulted in 
a death.
Although many of the 
shootings involved vehicles and 
occurred in daylight, police 
have been unable to track 
perpetrators or cars involved. 
However, the crimes are believed 
to be a result of drug-trafficking 
activity, and the RCMP have 
arrested several males in 
connection with drug and 
weapon charges and released 
a list of five suspects known 
to be involved in gang activity. 
Police are working closely with 
Somalian and Sikh community 
leaders to investigate. 
Proactive responses to the 
increased shootings have come 
from all levels of government. 
In a press statement, MP and 
Minister of National Revenue 
Kerry-Lynne Findlay reported 
an allocation of funds and 
police presence. These resources 
included 100 new RCMP officers 
in Surrey, bringing the total close 
to 800. These fall short of Surrey 
Mayor Linda Hepner’s original 
request of 130 new officers. 
In addition, Ottawa has 
approved $3.5-million over five 
years to the city to be used for the 
Surrey Gang Reduction Program 
run by the Surrey School District. 
This program specifically targets 
400 at-risk youth who may fall 
victim to joining gangs.  
The Wraparound Program 
is another school district-led 
organization that works with 
youth currently involved in 
criminal or gang activity. Last 
month, the BC government 
announced a one-time funding 
allotment of $270,000 to 
Wraparound. There is reportedly 
a waitlist of roughly 45 students 
to get into the program; it is 
hoped that the new funds will 
eliminate the waitlist.
Findlay was unclear about 
the exact time period that the 
new RCMP officers will begin 
patrolling Surrey. In a press 
conference, she stated “They will 
be here, we hope, sooner rather 
than later, but there is a process 
between governments that’s 
being worked out right now 
[...] We know this is a very real 
community concern.” It is known 
all officers will be deployed no 
more than 12 months after the 
funding is released in Ottawa.
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
City of Surrey and federal government 
respond to gang activity
With the help of the students, faculty, staff, 
and clubs at Douglas College, 
the Douglas Students’ Union 
(DSU) has surpassed its goal 
of raising $3,000 by May 25 for 
Nepal’s ongoing earthquake 
relief. Student donations 
totalled $4,037.30, which the 
DSU matched up to $3,000. The 
Canadian government matched 
the entire contribution, resulting 
in a total of $14,074.60 in aid 
relief through the Canadian Red 
Cross thanks to the efforts of the 
Douglas community.
The country of Nepal, 
located between India and 
China, was struck with a 
7.9-magnitude earthquake on 
April 25. This was followed by 
about 265 aftershocks, the most 
severe being a 7.3-magnitude 
one on May 12. According to 
the Nepalese government, the 
earthquakes have killed nearly 
9,000 people, injured 21,000, and 
destroyed 500,000 homes. The 
United Nations estimates that 
2.8 million people are in need of 
humanitarian assistance. 
College relations coordinator 
Ruab Waraich said that the 
DSU wanted to focus their 
energy towards helping Nepal, 
because “Douglas College 
has a large population of 
South Asian, Chinese, and 
international students, and this 
is an issue that’s very close to 
home for them. As we are the 
representatives for students at 
this campus, we represent all 
students, not just domestic ones. 
So we thought it would be a great 
idea to help them feel more at 
home and raise money for their 
home country.”
The DSU Crew, DSU Focus 
Club, DSU Video Games Culture 
Club, and DSU Indonesian Club 
all contributed to fundraising 
efforts. They were joined by the 
elected DSU representatives and 
hosted events such as carnival 
games with refreshments 
donated by Chartwells, a video 
game event in the concourse, 
and a large bake sale, which 
raised $500. The college library, 
marketing division, Campus Life, 
and the Office for New Students 
helped as well. 
College relations and 
membership outreach 
coordinator  Tracy Ho explained 
the overwhelming response: 
“Getting the reports back and 
hearing the news about children 
and families and women not 
having homes and sleeping on 
the street hit a lot of people really 
close to their heart, and I think 
that has been great motivation 
for students to come together on 
this.”  
Although the DSU fundraiser 
is now over, it is still possible 
to donate to Nepal through the 
Canadian Red Cross and the 
Humanitarian Coalition.
 Over $14,000 in relief donated through Canadian Red Cross
Douglas Students’ Union surpasses 
Nepal fundraising goal
 Funds and RCMP presence increased
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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The proposed Site C Dam, which would be the third 
dam built on the Peace River in 
the Peace Valley region of BC, 
has been a matter of controversy 
for many years.  Although it will 
provide more energy to BC, it 
will flood lands belonging to the 
Treaty 8 First Nations group and 
damage their fisheries.
The first dam on the river, 
the W.A.C. Bennett Dam, began 
operation in 1968. In 1980, the 
Peace Canyon Dam opened 
23km downstream. Although 
the Site C Dam was initially 
proposed alongside these two, 
its proposal was rejected by BC 
Hydro in 1983. 
In December 2014, after 
three years of review by 
the federal and provincial 
government, the provincial 
government approved the 
project for construction at a cost 
of $8.335-billion. The dam will 
flood 100km of valley inhabited 
by the Treaty 8 First Nations and 
3,800 hectares of agricultural 
land. In an op-ed for the Georgia 
Straight, BC NDP candidate 
Diana Day states “The Peace 
Valley region is vital agricultural 
land and may very well be the 
bread basket of BC in the future. 
We simply cannot afford to lose 
this land to Site C.”
The dams have also harmed 
the fish in the Peace Valley 
rivers, a vital food source for the 
Treaty 8 Native groups. Chief 
Derek Orr of McLeod Lake First 
Nation said in a press release 
on the subject: “It’s been 50+ 
years since the first backhoes 
disturbed the sediments on the 
Williston Reservoir, releasing 
methylmercury into the rivers 
and streams on Treaty 8 
traditional territory—and it’s 
still here, contaminating our 
fisheries and endangering our 
health.”
In a study released by the 
West Moberly and McLeod Lake 
First Nations, it was revealed 
that 98 per cent of the fish 
caught in the Willston Reservoir 
surrounding the W.A.C. Bennett 
Dam contained mercury 
amounts that exceeded the 
guidelines for safe consumption. 
“Building the proposed 
Site C dam would increase the 
exposure to potentially higher 
levels of mercury measures in 
three more rivers and many 
streams that are important for 
the aboriginal fisheries in the 
area,” said Chief Roland Willson 
of West Moberly First Nations in 
the same release. “By ramming 
through the Site C dam project 
in the face of negative findings 
by the government’s own Joint 
Review Panel, Premier Clark is 
giving us the impossible choice 
of sacrificing either our culture 
or our health.”
 Dam will damage Treaty 8 Native lands and damage their food sources
Site C Dam moves forward amid controversy
Residents of the Lower Mainland continue to protest 
the rising prices of Vancouver 
properties.
Hundreds of people gathered 
outside of the Vancouver Art 
Gallery on May 24 to bring 
attention to the increasing 
cost of living in Vancouver. 
At the protest, organized by 
Vancouverites for Affordable 
Housing, attendants presented 
data regarding the increase of 
Vancouver housing prices over 
several decades. Some of the 
protesters in attendance were 
adults with young families, 
saying that the costs of living in 
Vancouver have forced them to 
move out of the city.
Among the protesters was 
Eveline Xia, who had started a 
viral Twitter conversation in April 
titled #donthave1million, which 
featured adults listing their age, 
occupation, and the hashtag. 
Although not in attendance, 
Vancouver Mayor Gregor 
Robertson released a statement 
to the media that the City of 
Vancouver is attempting to 
address the rise in housing prices. 
Robertson also suggested that 
higher governments do more to 
help.
“One of the biggest ways we 
could boost affordability […] is 
for the federal government to re-
engage in housing.”
BC Premier Christy Clark 
has responded to protesting 
Vancouverites and to the 
opposition leader John Horgan, 
saying that “We’re making sure 
we look across the world to see 
what’s worked and what hasn’t, 
to see what’s had unintended 
consequences and what hasn’t.” It 
was a move that was celebrated by 
advocates like Xia.
A group of realtors also 
made a decision to get involved 
in the affordability conversation. 
After Xia’s hashtag went viral, 
the group bought the domain 
donthave1million.com and 
opened the Twitter account @
donthave1mil. The group is 
working to aid people looking 
into buying real estate in the 
Vancouver area by donating free 
services that are valued at a total 
of $1-million.
The actions of the real estate 
group resulted in both praise and 
negative backlash. Some have 
seen the gesture as a generous one 
from a group that wishes to assist 
first-time buyers. Other affordable 
housing advocates view the 
group’s actions as selfish. 
In an interview with CBC, 
Xia accused the real estate group 
of twisting the conversation 
and only being “in it for 
personal gain.” Xia hopes that 
the conversation will return to 
its original intention: to bring 
awareness and action towards the 
increasing costs of property in 
Vancouver. 
Vancouverites for Affordable 
Housing continues to encourage 
supporters to take action outside 
of protests by sending data related 
to Vancouver housing prices.
 Advocates hope to bring changes to the Vancouver housing market
Rising cost of Vancouver 
housing sparks protests
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Mercedes Deutscher
Staff Reporter
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Mike McPhee, a member of the Geography 
department at Douglas College, 
is currently working with 
geography students to piece 
together information on the 
long-covered waterways that 
existed on the New Westminster 
hillside. 
New Westminster was 
originally settled in 1859 when 
the Royal Engineers chose 
it to be the capital of British 
Columbia. The completion of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway 
in 1885 resulted in quick 
development of the city, and 
the landscape was covered by 
buildings and roads, with no 
waterways in sight. Inspired 
by his previous work mapping 
the Coquitlam Watershed, and 
by the lost streams discovery 
projects of other cities, McPhee 
wanted to use this absence of 
knowledge as an opportunity 
to engage his students in 
geography fieldwork and 
enhance their coursework.  
McPhee approached the 
City of New Westminster to 
collaborate on the project, and 
their response was very positive. 
“We’ve formed a partnership 
between Douglas and the city. 
So they’re providing some 
support to us as well.
“We’re just in our first 
stage of doing more historical 
research: digging out old maps, 
going to the archives, seeing 
what might be available and 
seeing if any of these maps 
show where the streams were. 
Eventually what we would like 
to be able to do is map these 
[...] and then possibly have a 
community engagement part 
of the project [...] maybe doing 
some public art, painting 
where they were on the land, 
signs, guided walks. The idea 
is to connect people to what 
the natural landscape of New 
Westminster was at one time.”
Some of the sources for the 
project include maps from the 
Douglas College library and 
from the New Westminster 
archives, photographic history 
books that show remnants 
of potential waterways, and 
contributions from the city’s 
citizens. 
“I’ve had people who live in 
New Westminster contacting 
me. One person contacted me 
this week saying that she has 
a map that shows old streams. 
I’ve probably been contacted by 
four or five people saying that 
they’d heard of a stream on their 
property or they found water 
on their property. We have to 
do a little bit of sleuthing now 
to figure out where these things 
might be. There are many facets 
to the project, so as we get into it 
we’ll see where it takes us and 
what might come out of it.”
If you have any information 
about New Westminster and 
its streams that may be helpful, 
please contact Mike McPhee at 
mcpheem@douglascollege.ca
 Working with students and the community
Douglas College professor discovering 
lost streams of New Westminster
Coquitlam RCMP have still not located the gunman 
who shot a man near Coquitlam 
Centre on May 22. The crime 
took place just after 3 p.m. in the 
mall’s parking lot, where a Heart 
and Stroke fundraiser was taking 
place. Witnesses at the event 
heard six gunshots, one of which 
hit the victim in the shoulder. 
Eleven bullet holes were counted 
on an SUV, including one that 
popped a tire and many in the 
side of the vehicle. 
The victim and a female 
passenger were in the black 
SUV when they were shot at by 
someone in a vehicle described 
by the victim as a grey or white 
BMW. RCMP spokesperson Cpl. 
Jamie Chung confirmed that the 
attack was targeted and that the 
victim is known to them.
After the shooting, event 
coordinator Shelley Lycan told 
the Tri-City News that the SUV 
approached her at the Heart and 
Stroke event tents. The female 
passenger, who was grazed by a 
bullet, got out of the vehicle and 
asked if Lycan had a Band-Aid. 
Bystanders managed to talk 
the victim out of his vehicle and 
onto the curb. A nurse attending 
the Heart and Stroke event used 
a first-aid kit on the victim and 
wrapped a blanket around his 
arm to slow the bleeding while 
they waited for an ambulance.
Two areas of the mall and 
nearby streets were closed off for 
hours following the attack while 
the RCMP questioned witnesses. 
The victim has since been 
released from hospital with non-
life threatening injuries, but 
he has not talked to the police 
about the crime and the police 
are still seeking witnesses.
Although shootings are not 
as common in Coquitlam as 
some of its neighbouring cities, 
on May 6 a man was shot with 
a pellet gun during a robbery 
at Pipeline Road and Lincoln 
Avenue, just a few blocks east 
of the Coquitlam Centre attack. 
These events are unrelated, but 
the attack was also targeted. 
If you have any information 
about the Coquitlam Centre 
shooting, please contact Crime 
Stoppers or the Coquitlam 
RCMP.
 Shooter still at large
Targeted shooting in Coquitlam Centre parking lot
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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  Age of invention and imagination in ‘The Comedy of Errors’
  Northwest Fan Fest invades New Westminster
  The Fast and Furiosa
And more!Arts
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Cheryl Minns, Art Editor
                       arts@theotherpress.ca
ProgFest III, the latest concert fundraiser presented by the 
Community Music School (CMS) 
at Douglas College, will celebrate 
the songs of 1970s progressive 
rock music with tribute bands 
Earthbound and the Undoing on 
June 27.
ProgFest debuted in 2009 
as a concert by Earthbound, a 
progressive rock band featuring 
CMS coordinator Bob Caldwell. 
The band, which formed in the 
1970s, decided to get the group 
back together and add some 
new members for their ProgFest 
performance.
“The first ProgFest was quite 
successful. We had one last year, 
and then we’re doing our third 
one this year,” Caldwell said to the 
Other Press. “There are a lot of 
fans in the Lower Mainland that 
like this music. People from all 
over of various ages, everything 
from students here to older 
audience members.”
Progressive rock began in 
the United Kingdom and became 
known for its lengthy, symphonic 
songs full of time changes, tempo 
changes, and heavy themes. The 
music is demanding on both 
the performer and the listener, 
who has to follow along with the 
complex piece, but ultimately 
offers a very rewarding musical 
experience.
ProgFest III will feature 
Earthbound and the Undoing, a 
Genesis tribute band that began 
in 2012 performing the band’s 
progressive rock hits.
“Genesis considered 
themselves storytellers through 
music. Each song would have a 
story involved,” Caldwell said, 
explaining the group’s style. 
“They were very British, of 
course, so a lot of the themes 
were British-oriented.”
Earthbound will be playing 
the hits of King Crimson, 
including their 1969 track “21st 
Century Schizoid Man.”
“It was about life in the 21st 
century. It was ahead of its time. 
But it’s kind of relevant today and 
the lyrics of the day kind of relate 
to where society is these days.”
The event will also feature a 
silent auction and raffle prizes, 
with all proceeds going to the 
CMS.
The ProgFest fundraiser 
concert could become an annual 
event, according to Caldwell, 
and include more bands and 
performances.
“This year, it’s Earthbound 
and the Undoing. In a few years, 
it’d be great to have it over a 
weekend and have six bands play,” 
Caldwell said.
ProgFest III will take place 
at 8 p.m. on June 27 in the Laura 
C. Muir Performing Arts Theatre 
on the fourth floor of the Douglas 
College New Westminster 
campus.
Tickets are $20 for adults 
or $15 for students and seniors. 
They can be purchased at the 
door or by phone through the 
Community Music School at 604-
527-5469.
Take a trip back in time with ProgFest III
 Experience 1970s progressive rock at Douglas College
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Fans tend to agree that Ben Affleck’s ultimately passable 
Daredevil failed to adequately 
explore the inherent ironies of a 
street-level, mobster-mangling 
vigilante who works by day as a 
blind, penniless attorney with 
a devout Catholic conscience. 
Fortunately for fans of the Frank 
Miller/Klaus Janson comics, the 
Netflix original series Daredevil 
resurrects the Man Without Fear 
in all his morally conflicted glory.
Blinded in a freak accident 
and violently torn from his 
washed-up prizefighting father, 
young Matt Murdock (Charlie 
Cox) discovers his remaining 
senses have grown to superhuman 
acuity. Through these new planes 
of perception he bears witness 
to the crime and corruption 
desecrating Hell’s Kitchen, New 
York. He opens a law firm with 
his law school pal Frank “Foggy” 
Nelson (Elden Henson), taking 
hopeless cases that no one else 
will touch. Together they defend 
Karen Page (Deborah Ann Woll), 
a woman-with-a-past type, from 
a false murder charge that’s 
part of a vast criminal cover-up 
permeating the highest levels of 
power.
The setup delivers a seamless 
stylistic mix of Neo-Noir, 
courtroom drama, and ‘70s’ 
martial arts movie savagery, 
simmered to perfection with 
tense, intimate scenes that take 
their time building to their 
respective emotional climaxes. It’s 
engrossing from the start, and the 
chemistry between the actors only 
improves with time. Everything 
feels necessary and the tight script 
deftly avoids the boring, brooding 
moments that often occur in 
today’s modern comic book 
adaptations. This is fortunate 
since, in a minuscule 13-episode 
season, the faintest whiff of filler 
would be a death knell.
Behind it all stands Wilson 
Fisk (Vincent D’Onofrio). 
Presumably the villain, his 
place as the Kingpin of Crime 
is something he views as a 
necessary evil in his mission to 
change Hell’s Kitchen for the 
better, and he’s not afraid to rub 
elbows with the Yakuza, Russian 
mobsters, and embezzling 
stock traders to achieve his 
twisted vision. Despite his 
power, he is socially childlike 
and maladjusted. Therefore, 
the advances of femme fatale 
Vanessa Marianna (Ayelet Zurer) 
dovetail with Murdock’s myopic 
crusade, creating a perfect storm 
to threaten the stability of his 
empire.
The thematic strength of 
Daredevil lies in its parallels 
where one scene reflects another. 
Fisk’s opulence and Murdock’s 
simple lifestyle clash, and 
both express their loneliness. 
Page’s dogged pursuit of those 
who framed her contrasts 
veteran reporter Ben Urich’s 
(Vondie Curtis-Hall) fear for his 
bedridden wife’s safety—each 
must decide what they are willing 
to lose in seeking the truth. This 
is not a just a superhero show; 
this is tangible human drama.
Special mention must be 
made of the stunts and fights, 
comprised of complex one-shot 
sequences and practical effects. 
In an age where Marvel Studios 
(subsidiary of squeaky-clean 
Disney Ltd.) wows millions with 
bloodless, green-screen carnage, 
it’s shocking to see them produce 
anything this raw. Thankfully, 
Netflix’s lack of network 
television censorship allows not 
only for mature combat but for 
complex storytelling worthy 
of standing alongside modern 
classics of crime drama like The 
Wire or Low Winter Sun.
The series is evidently 
connected to the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, but does 
not require viewers to have seen 
the films to enjoy the show. The 
Avengers’ Battle of New York 
is the reason Hell’s Kitchen is 
at the mercy of profiteering 
construction companies, but 
that’s all you need to know. 
Being the first of several Netflix 
exclusives planned by Marvel, I 
hope that Daredevil’s powerful, 
self-contained narrative isn’t 
compromised for the sake of fan-
pleasing crossovers.
The obvious hinting at a 
second season makes episode 
seven feel a little out of place; 
however, Daredevil was green-
lit for another season two 
weeks after its debut. I’d have 
preferred a greater focus on 
Murdock’s revenge against his 
father’s murderers, which was an 
important aspect of his character 
in the comics. That aspect is 
glossed over in the show to the 
detriment of his relationship 
with sardonic sensei Stick (Scott 
Glenn). Given the intermittent 
flashback structure of the show, 
it’s possible this will be explored 
later, maybe with a 26-episode 
season.
Paved with good intentions
 Netflix’s ‘Daredevil’ review
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
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Board games are a great way to get to know people. Strangers 
can become friends and friends 
can become bitter rivals. Party 
games are designed specifically 
for this purpose, and can be either 
silly or deep. This game is a little 
of both.
Loaded Questions is a party 
game for three to six players 
designed by Eric Poses and 
published by All Things Equal, 
Inc. in 1997. In the game, players 
move around the board and draw 
cards that feature broad opinion 
questions, such as “Describe your 
life in two words” or “If you could 
turn invisible, where would you 
go?” The other players write down 
their answers and then one of 
those players reads them to the 
active player, who tries to guess 
which answer belongs to which 
player, moving one space for each 
correct answer.
The game is a great ice-
breaker and the question-
answering mechanic is pretty 
strong. There are a couple of 
instances in the game where 
players may have the same answer, 
or very similar answers, but 
generally speaking the answers are 
usually unique and identifiable.
Where the game breaks 
down is in its board movement 
mechanics. Players roll a six-sided 
die and move that many spaces, 
then players can move up to 
another five spaces depending on 
how many questions they guess 
right. As the board has a relatively 
short path, this weights the die 
roll too much. No matter how 
well you do in the questions, you 
will still be behind unless you get 
high rolls. The game would run 
better if you only rolled the die 
on the first turn and then only 
progressed based on questions.
Loaded Questions is a fun 
game for the end of the night or as 
an ice-breaker at parties, but don’t 
be afraid to modify the mechanics 
to your gaming style. You may just 
want to ditch the board and go to 
a points system. 
Chairman of the Board: No right answer
 ‘Loaded Questions’ game review
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
 illustrator
@theotherpress.ca
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
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@theotherpress.ca
This summer, Bard on the Beach presents Shakespeare’s 
classics with some new twists 
on old favourites. From June 4 
to September 26, The Comedy of 
Errors will transport audiences 
into the world of science 
fiction with its Steampunk re-
imagining.
“Steampunk is a genre that’s 
all about imagination,” director 
Scott Bellis said. “It’s been really 
fun looking at the play and 
coming up with ideas that can 
help tell the story through the 
perspective of a world where 
things are run by old, 19th 
century, analogue technology.”
The Comedy of Errors is 
the story of identical twins, 
Antipholus of Syracuse (Ben 
Elliott) and Antipholus of 
Ephesus (Jay Hindle), who 
are separated at a young age. 
Years later, Antipholus of 
Syracuse searches for his long-
lost brother. Upon arriving in 
Ephesus, he gets mistaken for his 
brother and vice versa, leading 
both men to find themselves in a 
series of strange occurrences.
“Antipholus of Syracuse has 
no idea what’s happening, but 
most of what happens to him is 
good stuff, so he’s just all smiles. 
He’s confused and happy,” Elliott 
said.
“Antipholus of Ephesus 
starts off the play as a very 
successful merchant and has 
everything he wants. Then he’s 
handcuffed and he’s locked up. 
It’s a journey from the height of 
someone’s career to the depths, 
and then needing to beg for 
justice,” Hindle said.
In order to achieve a twin-
like similarity, Elliott and 
Hindle rehearsed mirroring 
one another, so it’s apparent to 
audiences that their characters 
are twins even when the two 
aren’t on stage together.
“We’ve been working 
in rehearsals to match our 
movements and have similar 
ways of speaking. The types of 
things that twins have without 
really working at it,” Elliott said.
“Throughout the show we 
kind of strike similar poses or 
have similar mannerisms, so that 
a very avid viewer or audience 
member can spot certain 
similarities in the way we carry 
ourselves,” Hindle said.
The twins’ father Egeon 
is played by Bellis, who 
experienced the play from both 
sides of the stage as he switched 
between his directing and acting 
roles during rehearsals.
“You become very 
dependant on the people that 
you’re collaborating with to give 
you feedback on what you’re 
doing as an actor,” Bellis said. “I 
also have an assistant director, 
Amanda Lockitch, and she’s 
been extremely helpful in being 
the outside eye when I’m on 
stage.”
Bellis previously directed 
his Steampunk version of The 
Comedy of Errors for Studio 58 
at Langara College in 2011. For 
that production, he worked with 
set designer Pam Johnson, who 
was invited to do the scenery 
design for Bard on the Beach’s 
Steampunk version of The 
Comedy of Errors.
“I was really interested in 
some of the design aspects we’d 
come up with, so we are bringing 
forward a lot of similar design 
elements into this production,” 
Bellis said. “We’re finding all 
kinds of places to insert little, 
funny gadgets here and there. 
Through the action of the play, 
people are using whacked-out 
guns instead of swords.”
Along with sets and props, 
the characters’ costumes have 
also been redesigned to reflect 
the styles of the Victorian Era 
and the Industrial Revolution. 
Hindle describes the wardrobe 
as having a Frontier look to it, 
in a style similar to Will Smith’s 
Wild, Wild West.
“There’s a lot of leather, 
cogs, gears, goggles. It’s a 
wonderful fashion period, with 
lots of layers. I have vests, a 
beautiful Matrix-style overcoat, 
hats, and a wig with goggles on 
top,” Hindle said. “I love that 
time of invention when the only 
limit is the imagination.”
To reflect the Steampunk 
style, some of The Comedy of 
Errors characters have been 
altered in some ways in order to 
play up their eccentricities.
“We’ve come up with some 
crazy ideas, like Dr. Pinch—
who’s listed as a schoolmaster 
and a conjurer in Shakespeare’s 
script—has become a mad 
scientist in our production,” 
Bellis said.
The Comedy of Errors will be 
playing at the BMO Mainstage 
in Vanier Park in Vancouver 
from June 4 to September 26. On 
Talkback Tuesdays, the show will 
conclude with a question and 
answer session with the cast.
Ticket prices range from $29 
(for youth 22 and under) to $55. 
They can be purchased online at 
Tickets.BardOnTheBeach.org or 
by phone at 604-739-0559.
Age of invention and imagination 
in ‘The Comedy of Errors’
 Steampunk meets Shakespeare at Bard on the Beach
issue 29 // volume 41 arts // no. 9
Northwest Fan Fest (NWFF), a convention celebrating geek 
culture, occurred at the Anvil 
Centre in New Westminster on 
May 29–31. The West Coast Fan 
Society moved the convention 
from last year’s University of 
British Columbia location to New 
Westminster to allow for easier 
accessibility by public transit in 
order to attract more fans.
As with most fandom 
conventions, the entire weekend 
was filled with exciting events, 
attractions, and activities. Several 
celebrities were featured guests, 
including cast members from 
Once Upon a Time, ’80s cartoon 
director Tom Cook, and infamous 
low-budget film director Uwe 
Boll. Each guest had photo-ops, 
autograph sessions, and Q&A 
panels for true fan interaction.
Many artists were also 
present and performing 
throughout the convention. Rock 
concerts were performed at night 
by girl groups Kieran Strange 
and the Doubleclicks. Improv 
(and often raunchy) comedy was 
performed by local troupes the 
Fictionals and Synaptic Chaos 
Theatre. One of the most popular 
performances was Portal 2: The 
(Unauthorized Musical), as 
designed by nerd theatre group 
Geekenders. 
Many smaller panels were 
also present, though they were 
run in a more amateur style. 
Some explored a specific fandom. 
Others involved playing games 
or LARP (live action roleplay). 
Some were about introduction 
and inclusion, such as a panel on 
body positivity in cosplay. Others 
were competitive in nature and 
geared towards more experienced 
fans. A “walk-off” showdown, 
inspired by the famous scene 
in Zoolander, featured fans in 
character attempting to upstage 
each other on the runway floor, 
with the winner determined by 
judges and applause.
Cosplaying is a memorable 
part of almost every fandom 
convention, and was particularly 
highlighted at NWFF. Some 
cosplayers were featured as 
special guests, and there were 
designated areas for photo-
ops and cosplayer gathering 
of a particular fandom. There 
were many extremely elaborate 
cosplays, including full-bodied 
animal costumes, handmade 
suits of armour or metal, and 
head-to-toe makeup coverage.
Compared to the convention 
centres where these kinds of 
events usually take place, the 
Anvil Centre was noticeably 
smaller. However, that only 
served to add to the prevalence 
of cosplayers. Seeing groups of 
superheroes, anime characters, 
and monsters walking around 
downtown New Westminster was 
quite a sight.
The event attracted a variety 
of fans, from young children 
to senior citizens visiting 
throughout the weekend. A 
wide range of merchandise was 
available for sale in a marketplace 
and artist alley, including 
original artwork and “extreme” 
selfie sticks. No matter what the 
interest or fandom one identified 
with, NWFF had an impressive 
range of panels and booths with 
something for everyone.
Northwest Fan Fest has 
grown a lot since its inception 
and pulled off another successful 
year. It’s a convention run directly 
for fans by fans, and did its job 
extremely well once again.
Northwest Fan Fest invades New Westminster
 Convention of cosplay, concerts, and concepts
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Imagine being labeled a criminal without having committed any 
crime. We’re talking Orwellian 
thoughtcrime. Enter Psycho-Pass, 
Production I.G. and director 
Katsuyuki Motohiro’s homage to 
Ghost in the Shell and dystopian 
sci-fi in general.
In 2113, the Sybil System sees 
all—it’s a supercomputer that 
measures the emotional state 
of every citizen and assesses the 
likelihood that he or she will ever 
commit a crime. Sybil measures 
your Criminal Coefficient Index 
through citywide centralized 
surveillance. If it exceeds a 
certain level, you are branded a 
Latent Criminal, regardless of 
your actions. Your employment 
opportunities disappear, you 
cannot marry, and you’ll probably 
be sent to a mental hospital. If 
your index rises high enough, 
Sybil reports you to the Public 
Safety Bureau (PSB), which has 
Enforcers who dispense lethal 
justice.
The show begins with Akane 
Tsunemori, a rookie Inspector 
on the PSB whose job is to keep 
the Enforcers on a leash. They 
are Latent Criminals, after all. 
The only reason they aren’t being 
“rehabilitated” is because they 
can think like the people they’re 
employed to catch. Someone’s 
got to keep them in line, and 
Akane does her best to bring an 
instinctive and human judgment 
to the cases Sybil wants to make 
black and white.
There are a lot of stock 
characters in the main cast, since 
this is a police procedural at its 
core. You’ll recognize Akane as 
the rookie who wants to believe in 
the system and Shinya Kogami as 
the obsessed investigator bent on 
revenge for his ex-partner’s death. 
There’s also Nobuchika Ginoza, 
the uptight commissioner type, 
and Tomomi Masaoka, the 
mentor veteran cop who’s getting 
too old for the job.
Unfortunately, even when 
they get an episode of their own, 
most characters fail to shine. 
Yayoi Kunizuka, a rocker who’s 
certified as an artist by the Sybil 
System, ends up in rehabilitation 
for her friendship with an illegal 
artist who has a secret agenda. 
Her subsequent decision to 
join the PSB still seems a little 
contrived to me. And poor Shusei 
Kagari, labeled a Latent Criminal 
at the age of five. What does that 
do to a person? We’ll never find 
out because we don’t get a look at 
his life before he joined the PSB.
Psycho-Pass’ greatest 
weakness is its characters, partly 
because of the enormous amount 
of time dedicated to building the 
world they live in. For instance, 
holographic technology is freely 
available to the masses, who use 
it for simple conveniences like 
clothing and furniture instead of 
entertainment.
The concept is well-executed 
and Psycho-Pass’ setting works 
from every angle, exploring art, 
relationships, investigation, 
factory slavery, robo-ethics, and 
citizen revolt, all through the 
watchful eye of Sybil. The first 
half of the show mostly exists to 
set up all the details of this false 
utopia so the second half can 
mercilessly deconstruct it and 
the instinctual apathy it creates. 
There’s some excellent action, 
and the dub is stellar work, even 
with the absence of any big-name 
actor performances. I just hope 
season two can bring a little more 
drama to the proceedings.
Animesque: Big Brother 
meets police procedural
 ‘Psycho-Pass’ series review
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Have you ever watched The Avengers and wondered, 
“Hey, what would this be like 
in Elizabethan England?” 
Neither have I, but that’s exactly 
what fan-favourite author Neil 
Gaiman gives us in Marvel 1602, 
a unique and action-packed 
alternate universe fiction.
The year is 1602 and 
London is plagued by 
assassination attempts, strange 
new men with mystical powers, 
and some pretty unique 
meteorological events. Who 
else can save England but the 
Queen’s own Nick Fury and 
Dr. Strange? Joined by a host 
of other Marvel favourites like 
Spiderman and a veritable 
plethora of X-Men, it’s hard not 
to find a character that piques 
your interest in this one.
Admittedly, if you’re 
looking for the innovation 
and wonder of Gaiman’s 
previous works, such as the 
Sandman series, you’re out 
of luck. There’s also the 
overall homogenized racial 
spectrum. Even the Native 
American character looks 
Caucasian. However, issues of 
race are addressed frequently 
throughout the narrative, 
which, given the 17th-century 
setting, you can almost say is 
justified. Almost.
Visually, Andy Kubert’s art 
for Marvel 1602 is not without 
fault. The use of colour and 
texture is great, but his ability 
to shade lighter tones, such 
as blond hair or variations 
of white, comes off as a little 
blocky. Aesthetically, the overall 
look of this book is a little 
brighter than I was expecting 
considering the content of the 
narrative, but that’s a matter of 
personal preference.
As far as recommendations 
go, I’d say give this one a go if 
you’re a big Gaiman or Marvel 
fan. Outside of that, I can’t 
really say this graphic novel 
would be a great introduction 
to either of those realms.
Comic Corner: 
Avengers assemble in 
the Elizabethan era
 ‘Marvel 1602’ review
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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Mad Max: Fury Road may be a twist-free, two-hour car 
chase—but that’s not all it is. 
Director George Miller has seen 
to that. Like the otherworldly 
Frankenstein’s-monster vehicles 
from the film, Fury Road packs an 
impressive amount of substance 
(most of it explosive) onto a 
recognizable chassis.
I’d like to start by discussing 
the aesthetic appeal of the film. 
I didn’t think that I would ever 
call a movie “tasteful” where a 
dude chained to the back of a 
tricked-out desert truck plays 
metal riffs on a double-neck 
guitar, but Fury Road is tasteful. 
The CGI effects are kept to a 
minimum. As a result, everything 
feels real. Everything has weight. 
Every single explosion (there 
are a few) feels earned. The 
post-apocalyptic look is lovingly 
detailed and totally consistent. 
And the costumes—each leather 
harness, asthma mask, and set of 
nipple clamps—add to the setting 
and the mood.
This is not a typical action 
movie, and its titular character, 
Max (Tom Hardy), is not a typical 
action hero. In fact, he’s not 
much of a hero at all. He has 
his heroic moments, but mostly 
he serves as a super-competent 
sidekick to the main course: 
Imperator Furiosa (Charlize 
Theron). Furiosa, who’s some 
kind of officer in the army of big 
baddie Immortan Joe, kicks off 
the plot by stealing away Joe’s 
abused wives in the back of a gas 
truck.
Miller’s treatment of Furiosa 
in particular, and the agency 
of women in general, has been 
setting the Internet alight since 
the movie came out. Not only 
is Furiosa a one-armed, grease-
faced fighting machine, she’s 
also executing her plan explicitly 
against a nasty patriarchy without 
the help of any men at all. When 
Max finally does show up (the 
baddies have been using him 
as a human blood bank), he’s 
somewhat less than welcome. Or 
helpful. But eventually Max and 
Furiosa learn to trust each other 
and become a team.
Further, despite the number 
of women in the film, the 
objectification and sexualization 
of female characters is always 
framed as explicitly problematic 
or outright vile (Immortan Joe 
keeping a harem of “breeders” 
to produce male heirs comes to 
mind). This is a stark break, I 
think, from other filmmakers 
who give great roles to women. 
In the realm of stylized action 
films, Quentin Tarantino might 
come closest, but even he can rely 
a bit too much on the titillation 
and objectification of women 
(Exhibit A: those lingering shots 
of women’s feet).
Miller is different, and I 
don’t think he is simply being 
progressive. He’s being tasteful. 
He avoids seduction scenes at the 
expense of the movie’s mood and 
theme. This is awesome, and the 
film deserves praise for pushing 
artistic and social norms that 
seem so entrenched.
Not everybody is happy 
with Fury Road’s women-on-top 
approach to action. Predictably, 
some Men’s Rights bloggers have 
crawled out of the dark corners 
of the Internet to express how 
they feel threatened by the new, 
more feminine face of action 
movies. Honestly, it’s hard to 
sympathize. After all, the battle 
is far from won, and there remain 
many options for those who 
feel uncomfortable with non-
sexualized female agency. For the 
rest of us, a thumbs-down from 
a borderline hate group is just 
another reason to love Mad Max: 
Fury Road.
The movie is a triumph. 
The decision to recast Max 
from sexist/racist/everything-
ist has-been Mel Gibson to the 
comparatively affable Tom Hardy 
might be emblematic for what’s 
made the film work as a whole. 
Fury Road manages to take the 
best elements from ’80s post-
apocalyptica and tweak them 
with new technology, fresh faces, 
and modern social values—
without making a CGI-bloated, 
pandering mess.
Mad Max: Fury Road is 
exciting, visually appealing, and 
probably one of the best action 
movies I’ve seen in my life.
The Fast and Furiosa
 ‘Mad Max: Fury Road’ movie review
I’m a fan of mystery stories. I’ve read over a hundred of them 
by now, and amongst the ones 
that stuck best in my mind are 
those penned by Isaac Asimov, 
featuring Detective Elijah 
Baley and R. Daneel Olivaw. 
Though they are lesser known 
than Asimov’s hugely popular 
Foundation series, the Robot 
novels are classics of science 
fiction in their own right.
Caves of Steel, the first 
Baley novel in the Robot series, 
introduces the characters of 
Baley and Olivaw. Baley is a 
New York City police detective 
living on Earth thousands of 
years in the future where great 
steel domes have been built 
over the cities and humanity 
has expanded outwards into the 
stars, resulting in a distinct class 
divide between the Spacers and 
the planet-bound Earthmen. 
Olivaw is a humaniform robot—
the first of his kind—built to 
appear as human as possible but 
still constrained by Asimov’s 
Three Laws of Robotics.
Then, of course, there’s a 
murder. The problem is that 
the murdered man is a Spacer 
and the relationship between 
Earth and the Outer Worlds is 
rocky at best. The murder falls 
under Baley’s jurisdiction and 
he gets assigned to investigate 
it, but the Spacers will only 
agree to allow this if Baley takes 
on a partner of their choosing. 
Thus, the robot-hating Baley is 
stuck working with Olivaw. The 
two new partners have a very 
interesting dynamic and the 
evolution of their friendship over 
the course of the series is just 
as fun to follow as the mysteries 
themselves.
As it happens, Baley solves 
the case, and solves it well-
enough to impress the Spacers, 
which sets the stage for the next 
book, The Naked Sun. In that 
one, Baley is sent to Solaria, one 
of the outer worlds, where there 
has been another murder. Unlike 
Earth, however, Solaria is a world 
with few humans and many 
robots (to the point that having 
two humans in one room is a 
highly uncommon occurrence) 
and the planet has strong 
cultural taboos against physically 
standing in the presence of 
anyone who isn’t a robot. Of 
course, a robot could not have 
been the killer under the First 
Law of Robotics, but here, as in 
his other works, Asimov finds 
inventive ways to bend his Laws 
without actually breaking them. 
The conclusion of the novel 
reveals the extent to which the 
Laws are being bent, and what 
that could mean for the future of 
humanity. It also sets the stage 
for the third novel.
In The Robots of Dawn, 
Baley travels to Aurora, another 
of the Spacer worlds. There, the 
mix between humans and robots 
is balanced, rather than going 
too far one way or the other like 
on Solaria and Earth. There has 
been another murder, but this 
time the victim is a robot and the 
only man with the knowledge to 
shut it down could not possibly 
have done it. This novel is much 
longer than the previous two 
and it is here that all the social 
conflicts outlined in the first two 
books come to a head with Baley 
in the middle. It’s also where 
Asimov begins the process of 
tying the Robot series to his other 
works, making it an excellent 
jumping-off point to get into his 
other books and short stories.
Asimov was a master of his 
craft, and these stories are some 
of my favourites of his work. 
They manage to be smaller 
personal stories than something 
like the Foundation novels as well 
as being broad in their vision of 
the future. If you’ve never read 
any of Asimov’s books, start here 
and you won’t be disappointed. 
If you’ve read his other books 
but not these, then you’ve been 
missing out. The Robot novels 
are Asimov at his best.
Crowded Bookshelf: The mysterious lives of robots
 Isaac Asimov’s ‘Robot’ series review
Joshua Grant
Senior Columnist
Duncan Fingarson
Contributor
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Science is about questions and 
looking for their answers. If 
Newton hadn’t wondered and 
looked for why the apple fell 
to Earth instead of going up, 
we might have never found out 
about gravity. So, like Newton, 
this section is a quest to find 
answers in the field of science, 
logic, and theories. If you have a 
question about science that you’d 
like answered, send it to Chitwan 
at features@theotherpress.ca
What are black holes?NASA’s official website 
describes a black hole as “a 
place in space where gravity 
pulls so much that even light 
cannot get out. The gravity is so 
strong because matter has been 
squeezed into a tiny space.” 
Black holes remained a 
mystery for ages, as they are 
invisible since no light escapes 
them. We can only see the effects 
of a black hole when objects 
fall into it due to the strong 
gravitational pull. There are 
two known types of black holes: 
stellar and supermassive. The 
mass of a stellar black hole can 
be up to 20 times larger than 
that of a sun. Supermassive 
black holes are huge black holes 
with masses sometimes more 
than that of a million suns put 
together. “Sagittarius A” is a 
supermassive black hole found 
in the centre of our galaxy Milky 
Way. 
Black holes have an outer, 
inner, and a singularity region. 
The event horizon is the 
outermost region of a black hole 
where everything falls into it. 
Once an object crosses the event 
horizon, it can’t escape the black 
hole. Then the object reaches the 
concentrated region of the black 
hole called singularity. No one 
knows for sure what happens 
at that point. What little 
information we have about black 
holes is mostly just composed of 
theories or myths. 
Scientists are investigating 
extensively as these findings can 
reveal crucial secrets about the 
formation of our universe. The 
theories of relativity by Einstein 
and quantum mechanics vary 
on many aspects about black 
holes. Space.com reports that 
according to Albert Einstein, an 
astronaut would reach the event 
horizon and get pulled apart 
before reaching the singularity. 
On the flip side, physicists 
supporting quantum mechanics 
theory believe that the astronaut 
would not reach singularity 
or find the event horizon, but 
rather would get destroyed on 
just entering the black hole. 
Why do allergies occur?
Allergies occur when the human 
immune system reacts to a 
foreign particle entering the 
body. This can be a harmful or a 
harmless particle, which triggers 
the body to react severely to 
get rid of it. Our bodies have 
Immunoglobulin E antibodies 
(IgE), which produce histamine. 
Histamine causes inflammation, 
fever, and itching if produced in 
very large amounts. People with 
allergies have higher amounts of 
IgE in their bodies which in turn 
increases the level of histamine 
production, leading to a reaction 
to a specific foreign particle 
which is called the allergen. 
One can become allergic 
to an allergen at any point in 
their lives. Usually this occurs 
when one’s immunity is weak, 
generally while sick. Another 
reason is exposure to allergens. 
The body gets exposed to 
allergens numerous times 
and the immune system starts 
preparing antibodies for it. 
Over the course of time, enough 
antibodies are prepared which 
can attack the allergen. 
Allergies are sometimes 
hard to diagnose because there is 
almost an infinite list of possible 
allergens causing antibodies to 
react. Different types of tests like 
skin prick tests, blood tests, and 
skin patch tests are conducted 
to determine the allergy-causing 
allergen. Allergies need to be 
taken very seriously because 
they can prove fatal in some 
cases, such as medication 
complications. Ideally, everyone 
should get an allergy test done 
to find out if they are allergic 
to anything. Physicians and 
doctors can help treat minor or 
moderate allergies. Treatments 
and precautions include 
antihistamines, decongestants, 
allergy shots, dehumidifiers, and 
others. 
What are hiccups?
Seldom occurring, yet very 
bothersome, hiccups are called 
synchronous diaphragmatic 
flutter (SDF) or singultus 
in medical terms, as noted 
by MedicalNewsToday.com. 
Hiccups occur when our 
diaphragm gets irritated. The 
diaphragm is a muscular sheet 
that assists in breathing. On 
being irritated, the movements 
of a diaphragm are not very 
smooth and can cause jerks. 
This in turn causes your voice 
chords to collide and cause 
the hiccup. Eating or drinking 
too quickly or too much can 
cause hiccups. Hiccups are not 
harmful to us and rarely last 
longer than couple of minutes. 
Drinking water, inhaling deeply, 
or gargling with iced water 
are some of the remedies for 
hiccups suggested by National 
Health Service (UK). The longest 
continuous hiccup world record 
is 68 years!
Let’s Talk Science: Black 
holes, allergies, and hiccups
Chitwan Khosla
Features Editor
 features
@theotherpress.ca
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Ever since the start of the 21st century, the advancement we’ve made as a society in terms of overall tolerance 
and acceptance is phenomenal. Same sex 
marriage is on its way to becoming legal in the 
Western world; unisex and gender inclusive 
bathrooms are being discussed more and 
more; and claims of sexual assault are taken 
a bit more seriously than they were 10 or 15 
years ago. We still have quite a ways to go, but 
overall with the new millennium came a much 
more level playing field, particularly in terms 
of gender and sexuality. Men—along with 
white people—are generally accepted as the 
privileged class of society.  
That isn’t to say there aren’t people out 
there fighting for the interests of men. There 
are many, and the best word to describe the 
groups’ set of publications is “manosphere” 
(a portmanteau of “blogosphere” and “man”). 
Said activists aren’t quite a dime a dozen, but 
they exist, and the Internet has given them 
the means to touch base with one another and 
fight for common interests. In the past few 
years, more than ever, the mainstream has 
started to catch the wind of these increasingly 
vocal groups of men. Since a lot of the 
discussion that happens on these websites is—
for better or worse—centred around women, 
the manosphere as a whole has been described 
as “the boys’ locker room of the Internet.” 
Although they are all distinct from one 
another in subtle ways, the blogs that form 
the manosphere are almost always focussed 
on one of two topics: men’s rights—activists 
who believe feminism has started to negatively 
affect men—and Pick-Up Artist (PUA) theory, 
which is an upfront, no-nonsense approach 
to courting women. Both groups, as well as 
the many blogs that make them up, have been 
subject to copious ire and criticism, mostly 
from feminists.
The history of the modern day Men’s 
Rights Movement (MRM) can be traced as far 
back as the heyday of second wave feminism. 
In fact, many early men’s rights activists such 
as Warren Farrell, were feminists before or 
during their activism for the interests of men. 
The movement gained quite a bit of traction 
once the Internet allowed the instantaneous 
sharing of common ideals. With that came 
much more attention; some of the attention 
was positive, coming from young men who 
had their eyes opened by what they read. Most 
of the attention, though, wasn’t positive.
A big part of the MRM has to do with 
how law treats men compared to women. This 
includes child custody laws, paternity fraud, 
domestic violence, and false rape accusations, 
among others. An offshoot of the most 
well-known MRM blog, A Voice for Men, is 
dedicated to naming and shaming women who 
allegedly lied about sexual assault. According 
to a study in the United States conducted in 
2008 referred to as the “making a difference” 
study, the rate of false rape accusations is 6.8 
per cent of all claims. In cases of domestic 
violence, divorce, and child custody, it is 
widely believed by the MRM that women are 
treated much more fairly than men by the 
court of law. The manosphere has also created 
an acronym for men who avoid what they 
see as the very shoddy risk-reward factor of 
marriage or a longterm relationship: MGTOW 
(men going their own way). 
The Southern Poverty Law Centre, a 
civil rights group based out of the southern 
US, has acknowledged that there are 
“legitimate and sometimes disturbing 
complaints about the treatment of men.” 
This acknowledgement, however, didn’t take 
away from what they saw as valid complaints 
coated with bitter misogyny, and it certainly 
didn’t stop them from deeming a large part 
of the manosphere—including but certainly 
not limited to A Voice for Men and Reddit 
forums—as “woman hating websites” in the 
spring of 2012. 
The other most well-known manosphere 
philosophy relates to the seduction 
community and the PUAs that frequent 
them—men who study the art of seducing 
women and have a specific mindset and 
technique about seduction that they see as 
foolproof compared to “wining and dining.”  
In the late-2000s, the seduction community 
consisted of a small subset of message boards 
like the Attraction Forums, which were run 
by the self-proclaimed masters of getting laid, 
such as Erik “Mystery” Von Markovik. 
Within a few years, the PUA subculture 
became a cash cow, with young men—living 
in a time where women have never been more 
liberated—getting whatever tools they needed 
to thrive with women in the 21st century. PUA 
commentators and critics of feminism refer 
to PUA technique as incredibly varied and 
“amoral,” relying on science and theories of 
evolution and gender relations to put together 
their method of attracting women. 
Critics definitely see eye-to-eye with PUAs 
on the amorality point; Strategic Lothario, 
a PUA and author, has been shunned by his 
readers for his manipulative, questionable 
methods and attitude towards women in 
general. Critics also see some of their language 
(e.g. LMR = Last Minute Resistance, referring 
to the apparent phenomenon of women 
revoking consent to sex immediately before 
the deed) as distasteful at best, promoting 
assault and rape at worst, and commonly 
misogynistic. PUAs, on the other hand, 
argue that pick-up techniques are seen as 
manipulative because they level the playing 
field; society considers women to be the “gate 
keepers” of sex, and any advantages men 
can make, they should. They also promote 
bodybuilding, self-confidence, and self-
reliance.
Although it’s safe to say media has a point 
with much of their criticism, occasionally 
the criticisms are misguided. Take the case of 
Elliot Rodger of California, a man in his early 
20s whose hatred of women led to murder. 
Media stated that the alleged killer frequented 
PUA websites, and that was the catalyst for the 
crime he ended up committing. As it turns out 
though, the websites that Rodger frequented 
were actually anti-PUA; while Rodger was a 
staunch misogynist who blamed women for 
what he saw as his shortcomings as a man, 
he had just as much hatred for the “jocks and 
popular kids” who he saw as undeserving of 
female attention. 
The question is whether men who fight for 
their rights have a legitimate reason, or if it all 
boils down to an anti-feminist agenda. There 
is no doubt that the manosphere has inspired 
misogyny—whether it’s from the average 
forum member, or A Voice for Men owner Paul 
Elam, who proposed “punch a bitch” day in 
one of his pieces; yet, looking at some of the 
posts, there’s no doubt that there are some 
well-intentioned men who are fighting for the 
legitimate reasons, be it advancement of men 
in certain areas of society or advancement of 
themselves, their self-esteem, and their social 
life.
In any case, for better or worse, they’re 
loud, proud, and here to stay.
features // no. 14 theotherpress.ca
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Numbers are fascinating. Be it the constants in numerous 
laws of physics, the arrangement 
of electrons in an atom, the value 
of pi in math, or the Pythagorean 
theorem, numbers have played a 
key role in making complicated 
phenomena easier to understand 
and establish. 
Technological advancement 
and scientific developments owe 
a lot to numbers, but numbers 
are also critical in exploring the 
marvels of nature. Have you ever 
wondered why there are exactly 
the same number of petals in a 
lily flower and why they’re in a 
definite pattern? Have you ever 
pondered why a species of fish 
has the same pattern of fins? Or 
why all humans have a specific 
number of bones? All these 
questions are again answered 
by numbers. These numbers are 
called Fibonacci numbers. Often 
referred as nature’s numbering 
system, the Fibonacci numbers 
are a sequence of numbers 
which have a linear arithmetic 
progression pattern.  
The basic series of Fibonacci 
numbers is 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, and 
so on. Some start the series from 
zero, but the pattern is definite: 
the next number is the sum of 
the previous two. Hence, the next 
number of the series should be 21 
(8 + 13). The set of numbers are 
fixed, and almost every known 
arrangement in nature follows 
this pattern. 
Interestingly, we also observe 
a spiral pattern in nature which is 
formed by connecting the squares 
with widths from Fibonacci 
numbers in an anti-clockwise 
fashion. This is called the golden 
spiral. If we divide anything 
the squares or rectangles of the 
width of Fibonacci numbers, we 
would have a pattern of golden 
rectangles. This is what we get 
to see in far-off galaxies and 
in hurricanes on the surface 
of Earth. We also witness the 
golden ratio which is a fixed 
number (1.618034 approx.). The 
ratio of any two consecutive 
Fibonacci numbers is equal 
to or approximately equal to 
the golden ratio. This ratio 
has supposedly been used in 
construction of the Pyramids of 
Giza as well as by Leonardo Da 
Vinci.
Although various evidence 
shows that Fibonacci numbers 
were discovered and understood 
in ancient India, the modern 
world came to know about these 
in the 1200s from Leonardo 
Bonacci (Fibonacci), a famed 
Italian mathematician. With 
his book, Liber Abaci, Bonacci 
introduced the world to the 
Hindu-Arabic numbering system 
and the Fibonacci numbers. He 
used the example of a pair of 
rabbits. Assuming that newly 
born male and female rabbits are 
kept together and that the rabbits 
are capable of breeding once they 
are one month old, how many 
rabbits would be there in the 
population at the end of the first 
year. On solving the puzzle, the 
solution was: one pair at the end 
of the first month, two pairs at 
the end of the second, three pairs 
at the end of the third, and then 
five pairs at the end of the fourth. 
The progression is now in the 
pattern of the Fibonacci numbers 
(1, 2, 3, 5, 8…). 
The universe around is full 
of Fibonacci and golden ratio 
arrangements. The shell of a 
snail is in the pattern of a golden 
spiral. The centres of flowers 
show the spread of seeds in the 
progression of golden spirals. 
The arrangement of branching of 
trees and stems, even the roots 
of the plants grow in the pattern 
of Fibonacci numbers. Apart 
from these examples, Fibonacci 
numbers are also a major part 
of music and other forms of art 
that we hear or see. Da Vinci’s 
Mona Lisa is a famous example. 
It can be divided into the golden 
rectangles starting from the 
lady’s nose going in the clockwise 
manner.  
The GoldenNumber.net 
explains how music has roots 
in Fibonacci numbers. Many 
specialists and mathematicians 
believe that Mozart was aware 
of the importance of Fibonacci 
numbers in music. A single 
note has 13 notes in its span 
through its octave, and a scale 
is composed of eight notes. The 
fifth and the third notes are 
foundations of all the chords and 
are based a combinational tune of 
two steps and one step from the 
root tone which in turn is again 
the first note of the scale.
No matter if we believe in the 
logical reasoning of the Fibonacci 
numbers or we consider all this 
as a mere coincidence and an 
imaginative view of things, one 
thing is pretty evident: these 
numbers and patterns are truly 
magical!
Chitwan Khosla
Features Editor
 features
@theotherpress.ca
Fibonacci numbers
 The true universal numbers
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Summer is upon us, so what can you do to make sure you 
look your most stylish? Like any 
product of the digital generation, 
I usually take my cues from my 
favourite celebrities, especially 
when they walk the red carpet. 
Last month’s Billboard Music 
Awards was a great chance to get a 
sneak peek at coming trends, and 
admittedly there were some hits 
and misses.
Starting off, I couldn’t help 
but notice the abundance of 
jumpsuits. Sported by the likes 
of Taylor Swift, Chrissy Teigen, 
and Ellen Pompeo, these svelte 
little numbers have the added 
bonus of being a complete outfit 
unto themselves! That’s right, no 
clambering to find a flattering 
skirt, or donning those old jean 
shorts yet again. Jumpsuits are 
great because they’re so versatile 
when it comes to your style—
breaking out your patent pumps 
will turn the whole look dressy, 
while choosing a simple flip flop 
will have you looking elegant but 
casual. 
The only real issue with 
this is jumpsuits tend to flatter 
very certain body shapes. They 
look fantastic on tall women, or 
women with longer limbs and 
maybe a shorter torso. If you’re 
not one of these, or maybe you’re 
a bit curvier and worry you might 
come off looking lumpy—look for 
an option that’s more flowy than 
structured, and avoid anything 
with a seam at the natural waist, 
as it will make your backside look 
huge. If you’re thinner, make sure 
you find something with straps 
as it will create a better silhouette 
and make the entire garment 
easier to wear—nobody wants to 
be that girl tugging at herself to 
keep from flashing everyone.  
The next trend I noticed 
is a lack of jewelry. Everyone 
from Jennifer Lopez to Iggy 
Azalea decided to go bare this 
season, leaving the overpriced 
bracelets and necklaces at home. 
I will definitely say I am in total 
support of this. Though jewelry 
may be fun, choosing not to wear 
any can look really elegant. Not 
to mention it’s a great way to 
keep everyone’s focus on just your 
outfit if you want to show off a 
bit. What I like about this trend is 
that it’s universal—everyone can 
do it!
Plunging necklines also 
seem to be seeing a resurgence. 
With such a varied group of 
spokespeople—Karen Fairchild, 
Kendall Jenner, Rita Ora, and 
many more—it’s no wonder that 
women might be flocking to try 
this look out for themselves. I 
will say now that this definitely 
comes with a disclaimer. There 
is a right way and a wrong way 
to do a plunging neckline, the 
right way comes off looking 
sexy and high-fashion while the 
wrong way just comes off looking 
skanky. The thing to keep in 
mind is that if you’re going to do 
a plunging neckline, keep the 
other aspects of your outfit fairly 
modest. Either have the dress 
be loose or fairly shapeless for a 
boho aesthetic, or cover the legs 
and/or arms. I would not advise a 
plunging neckline if you’re a fairly 
busty woman, that’s just begging 
for a nip slip. 
Most important of all, keep 
in mind that fashion is about 
fun and communicating your 
aesthetic to the world. So  
never be afraid to try out  
something new.
Summer trends
 What you should expect to see
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
If you’re already sexually active, you probably book a yearly 
physical, which includes a pelvic 
exam and swab tests, possibly a 
Pap smear (if you’re a woman), 
and if you request them, blood 
and urine tests to check for 
sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs). However, if you’re just 
starting to dabble in sexual 
delights and late night rendezvous 
at popular make-out spots, you 
may be wondering what to expect 
at the doctor’s office.   
Doctors recommend women 
consult their doctor about getting 
a Pap smear once they become 
sexually active, or after the age of 
21. Depending on your situation, 
the doctor will determine how 
often you should get a Pap, but 
generally women have one once 
every year or two. A pelvic exam 
and Pap smear do require you to 
undress, but this is done with the 
doctor and any other support staff 
out of the room—at the beginning 
of the exam you’ll be asked to 
change into a paper smock that 
you will wear for the duration. 
Upon re-entering, the doctor will 
instruct you to lie down on the 
table, bend your legs, and rest 
your heels in the metal stirrups at 
the end of the table. 
The doctor wears gloves 
during the examination, so if you 
suffer from a latex allergy be sure 
to let them know before the exam 
begins.
Now, here comes the 
uncomfortable portion of the 
visit—just remember it may feel 
awkward or embarrassing to you, 
but doctors are professionals, and 
they’ve seen it all! Don’t be afraid 
to seek a female gynaecologist 
if you think that will make you 
more comfortable. The doctor 
will then look for signs of STIs, 
such as unusual discharge, sores, 
cuts, and/or genital warts. They 
will then use a large cotton swab 
to scrape the inside of the vagina 
or cervix for abnormal cells 
(cervical cancer or the human 
papilloma virus). This part of 
the exam is called the Pap. Then 
you’ll be swabbed for chlamydia, 
gonorrhoea, yeast, bacterial 
vaginosis, and trichomoniasis. 
Have no fear—the scraping 
doesn’t hurt, but a lot of the 
tools the doctor will use will be 
metal, so they might be cold or 
uncomfortable; it’s generally over 
fairly quickly though.
What physicians are unable to 
see are signs of those STIs that can 
only be detected through blood 
and urine tests. HIV, hepatitis, 
syphilis, and herpes are tested 
through blood, and chlamydia 
and gonorrhoea can also be 
tested through urine. Other STIs 
like genital warts can only be 
diagnosed by visual inspection if 
you have an outbreak. The more 
you know about the various STIs, 
the better you’ll be at getting 
doctors to test appropriately, 
so don’t be afraid to do some 
research!
An STI is not something 
you want to pick up, but if you 
catch one—like a swatter to 
a fly—zap it fast. If you think 
you have symptoms of an STI, 
get checked and treated. Don’t 
leave it! It’ll only get worse. If 
you have questions or concerns 
about symptoms or methods of 
prevention, don’t be afraid to 
make an appointment with your 
doctor to discuss them. Other 
resources can include youth clinics 
if you’re under 21, or STI clinics if 
you’re over, and never forget the 
almighty Internet!—though you 
might not want to Google some of 
this stuff.
Stop HIV & hep C now
 Get smeared—what to expect when you get tested
Andrea Arscott
Senior Columnist
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There is something very comforting about Italian food. 
Maybe it’s the warmth of a slightly 
spicy marinara, or the soft noodles 
filling your belly to bursting 
point. Although pasta is one of 
the easiest things in the world to 
prepare at home, I have always 
preferred letting expert hands 
make my Italian dinners. There 
is nothing but love in true Italian 
dishes; unfortunately I found that 
love lacking at the Old Spaghetti 
Factory. 
Walking into the restaurant, 
I was immediately confronted 
by a cacophony of visual kitsch. 
Regency era prints hung next to 
New Westminster artifacts under 
crystal chandeliers. Brown tile 
floors set off the yellow stucco 
walls and the green ceiling gave 
the whole place an old dingy 
colour pallet. Everything had 
a classic feeling, but so much 
of it was jammed in it felt like I 
had walked into a Victorian-era 
Applebee’s. 
My guest and I sat down next 
to the trolly, where some child 
was celebrating their birthday. 
The faux Tiffany lamp that hung 
over our little two-seat table was 
in poor repair, with a large chunk 
missing and the sharp edges 
having being taped over. My mood 
was successfully raised however 
by the arrival of the bread—crisp 
and soft inside and a little sour to 
stimulate the pallet. 
The minestrone soup was 
hearty, with a thin tomato base 
that wasn’t overwhelmed with 
shell pasta. Lots of vegetables 
rounded out the soup very nicely, 
although I did find the chickpeas 
to be a little underdone. The 
salad was nothing to glow over 
in a review—common fare with 
your dressing of choice. I would 
definitely recommend the soup 
over salad.
I paired my meal with Two 
Oceans cab-merlot, while my 
guest was more experimental. 
The strawberry kiwi sangria (a 
house cocktail) was delicious and 
peachy, heavy on the strawberry 
and light on the kiwi, with just a 
little fizz.
My tortellini was subtle, 
stuffed with a zesty cheese and 
coated in a rose-basil cream 
sauce. It was well-rounded with 
roasted peppers and mushrooms. 
The pasta itself was a little off-
texture and gooey, though the 
flavour was still very palatable. 
The other dish, a brown butter 
pasta with mizithra cheese was 
quite delicious, cheesy and salty, 
though the prawns we ordered 
on the side were a little chewy 
and overdone. My friend was a 
little sensitive so we tried their 
gluten-free pasta, which, though it 
appeared overcooked, was actually 
pretty decent. We also sampled 
some meatballs in marinara which 
were basic with just a little bit of 
spice. The meatballs were soft and 
tender with lots of flavour. 
We finished off the meal with 
spumoni ice cream and coffee. 
And though the ice cream was 
nutty and delicious, the coffee was 
of a much lower quality.
I think it is unfair to compare 
the Old Spaghetti Factory to other 
Italian restaurants, which outclass 
it by a mile. It’s fairer to compare 
it to other big kitschy chains like 
Red Robin or Boston Pizza, in 
which case the Old Spaghetti 
Factory is a unique, easy to 
please—though far from perfect—
choice. Not a place for a romantic 
evening, but a good place for food 
with friends. And for you budget-
conscious college students, the 
location in New Westminster 
offers a 10 per cent discount when 
you show them your student card.
The Intrepid Gastronomer: 
Pasta bene? More like just okay…
 A review of Old Spaghetti Factory
#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s photo is from BJ Jensen
K.P. Davis
Contributor
For those of you looking to put a little more culture into 
your life, look no further than 
Vancouver’s own Indian Summer 
Festival, happening July 9–19 
at locations all over Downtown 
Vancouver. Highlighting 
performance art, food, music, 
candid discussions, and much 
more, the event is sure to be 
entertaining and educational. 
The festival is put on by the 
Indian Summer Arts Society, a 
non-profit devoted to promoting 
South Asian culture and artists in 
the community.
Some of the celebrity guests 
that will be in attendance include 
Vikram Vij, celebrity chef and 
entrepreneur on Dragon’s Den. 
He will be hosting a cook-off that 
will take place during the festival’s 
opening gala on July 9, as well as 
putting his celebrated culinary 
chops to good use for the Dinner 
by Starlight, a formal event with a 
location only to be released to the 
select few who grab their tickets 
fast! Though, at $350 a pop, I 
think Mr. Vij might be overselling 
himself.
If you want something a little 
more affordable, the Vancouver 
Art Gallery will be playing host 
to a collection by esteemed artist 
Reena Saini Kallat. Her unique 
show will feature refugee and 
immigrant migration routes 
through a complex and symbolic 
weaving of materials, all to 
highlight the growing global 
community and issues that 
have arisen from that—such as 
problems with finding cultural 
and spiritual identity in a rapidly 
expanding world. The show will 
run from May 12 to October 12 
at their offsite location on West 
Georgia Street, and will have free 
admission. 
If you’d prefer something a 
little more business-orientated, 
a seminar will be held on July 
16 at Simon Fraser University’s 
Goldcorp Centre for the Arts, 
featuring Jessica Jackley, co-
founder of the micro-lending 
site Kiva. She will be discussing 
various ways of thinking outside 
the box when it comes to business 
strategy, and how to recognize 
entrepreneurial opportunities 
within rural or everyday life 
that others might miss. It is her 
intention to promote a new sense 
of business that’s not just about 
money, but also promotes a better 
community. 
For you film geeks, acclaimed 
Bollywood actor Anupam 
Kher will be attending a forum 
discussing his career and 
involvement in international 
cinema on June 14, at the Djavid 
Mowafowgian Cinema on West 
Hastings. The comedic actor-
turned-author will also be taking 
this opportunity to discuss his 
new book; The Best Thing About 
You is You!, and attempt to create 
a dialogue concerning the cultural 
divide between generations.
For more information on 
the Indian Summer Festival, as 
well as a list of its events, you 
can check out their website at 
IndianSummerFest.ca or contact 
Tourism Vancouver. 
Indian Summer Festival
 A cultural celebration coming to Vancouver
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Ustad Amjad Ali Khan, Ayaan Ali Khan & Amaan Ali Khan perform on July 15 via 
Indian Summer Festival Facebook
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Tell your friends you study karate, and you’ll likely hear 
“Watch out, we got a badass over 
here,” Neil deGrasse Tyson pose 
and all. This is because most 
McDojos (the name I give any 
dojo more interested in cheap 
education and quick cash, than 
in bettering the lives of their 
clientele) assume the identity of 
karate. It is a recognizable style 
with a storied history here in the 
West, which all but guarantees 
a certain level of student 
attendance. This has led to a real 
laughingstock reputation which 
better instructors now have to 
suffer with.
Exhibit A: Tezuka Dojo, 
located at 5097 Canada Way. 
At first I was impressed by 
the instructor’s skill—his kicks 
are more flexible than mine, 
and he’s twice my age. However, 
it took him three hours to lead 
kicking exercises because of his 
pontificating nature—he was 
pompous as ever. Of the three 
students in the whole class, one 
beginner (as indicated by his white 
belt), was injured by attempting a 
jump-kick. The instructor should 
have had the presence of mind to 
practice something less advanced 
at first, for the purpose of easing 
in new students. But instead he 
chose advanced techniques that 
resulted in one hurt student.
Exhibit B: Hawkes Martial 
Arts, located at 484 East Columbia 
Street. 
My first impression of this 
school was the sight of 10 preteen 
“black belts” sparring with one 
another while talking about 
Batman movies. The bloody-nosed 
instructor had nothing to say 
about this. This lack of discipline 
was evident from the beginning, 
and although the schedule of 
the class was fairly structured, it 
lacked the military focus a karate 
school needs to be effective.
Both of these dojos’ websites 
assaulted me with imagery of 
Japanese Hiragana writing, quotes 
from Miyamoto Musashi, and 
endless pictures of smiling legions 
in white gi (the standard karate 
uniform)—the very definition of 
coming on too strong. As a rule, if 
a dojo asks $100 a month, promises 
brightly coloured belt promotions 
every 16 weeks, and offers karate 
pizza parties or babysitting 
services, then they’re probably 
interested in having a rotating 
clientele of children who get bored 
after a few months and either 
switch dojos or quit altogether.
Be wary of the over-decorated 
dojo. Shiny hardwood floors, 
excessive ceremony, elaborate 
weapons, and inspirational 
quotes from karate dignitaries 
hanging on the walls are all bad 
signs. Exhibits A and B posture 
like this because they’re trying 
to create an atmosphere of false 
authenticity and exoticism. Any 
instructor calling himself “sensei” 
should also be looked on with 
suspicion, unless he is in fact the 
oldest living member of a karate 
organization. If he talks down any 
previous experience you’ve had 
with another organization, walk 
your ass out of there.
When I practiced shotokan 
karate it cost me $200 a year. All 
the money went towards renting 
our space, which was absolutely 
bare. It taught me to be inwardly 
strong and outwardly humble—to 
persevere in the face of pain. That 
is karate—not colourful belts or 
pizza parties. Karate is learning to 
create a better you every day.
So, to all the McDojos out 
there; pack it in. You don’t get it, 
and you never will.
The weather is getting nicer and the days are getting 
longer. Summer is here, 
and we’re all enjoying more 
refreshments, particularly those 
of an alcoholic nature. Who 
doesn’t like kicking back on the 
patio with a pitcher of sangria 
or a sweet mojito? Suggested for 
your enjoyment below are some 
delicious alcoholic cocktails to 
make this season even better. As 
a bonus, all of these beverages 
are gluten-free and vegan! 
The most important thing 
to remember when mixing 
drinks is that nothing is very 
important. Most drink recipes 
are just suggestions, and these 
presented are 100 per cent 
customizable. Experimenting 
with substitutions or changing 
the ratio of alcohol to mix 
(nothing like a little more wine!) 
can often lead to a drink being 
even tastier—don’t be afraid to 
experiment! And of course, any 
cocktail can become a delicious 
straight-edge beverage by simply 
leaving out the alcohol, or 
substituting something else in 
instead. 
Summer Sangria: The 
perfect drink for a summertime 
afternoon siesta!
2 pieces of fruits of your choice 
(for example, oranges, lemons, 
limes, strawberries, kiwis, 
grapes, pears, or peaches)
¼ cup of sugar
1 can of pineapple juice
2 cups orange juice
1 bottle of red or white wine
Chop up fruits, and mix 
all of the other ingredients in a 
pitcher, stirring until everything 
is absorbed and dissolved. 
Optional extras include adding 
lemon-lime pop (such as 7up or 
Sprite), white or coconut rum, 
and/or lemonade to the mixture. 
Morning Mojito: This 
Cuban drink is good in all 
hours of the day from morning 
to midnight (please enjoy 
responsibly). Although served 
as a single drink, it’s easy to turn 
into a pitcher by adjusting the 
servings to as many as you need. 
Mint leaves
Lime juice
2 spoonfuls of sugar
1 cup of club soda
1 shot of white rum 
Ice
Mojitos have a distinct 
taste and are easily adjusted, so 
experiment with serving sizes of 
all the ingredients until you find 
the taste that works. 
Lemon juice can be 
substituted for the lime, and 
coconut rum can be used to 
make it sweeter. 
Cosmopolitan: Perfect for 
feeling fancy, and a favourite of 
Carrie Bradshaw’s (à la Sex and 
the City). 
2 shots of vodka 
½ shot of triple sec
1 shot of cranberry juice
1/2 shot of lime juice
1 orange slice  
This drink is easily 
multiplied to serve a group (or to 
simply overindulge yourself) and 
also an easy one to adjust to taste 
on the fly!
Raspberry Summer 
Punch: Easily made in a glass 
or adjusted for a punch bowl! 
1 cup of concentrated raspberry 
juice (Five Alive or another 
frozen concentrate works well)
1/2 a shot of grenadine syrup
200 ml of champagne or 
sparkling wine
1 spoonful of lemon juice
Some fresh blackberries
1 shot of vodka. 
Mix together and serve 
cold—a very sweet delight.
Crantini/Screwdriver: 
A simple and excellent drink 
for BBQs or just a fun night 
with friends. This drink is made 
simply by mixing one shot (or 
however much you want—equal 
parts booze and mixer make 
for a crazy time!) of vodka with 
cranberry or orange juice. 
For a slightly less 
intoxicating effect, the vodka 
can be replaced with sparkling 
wine or champagne to create a 
Mimosa. 
Most important of all, enjoy 
yourself but be safe this summer. 
Good luck, and have fun!
Meatless Monday: 
Liquid lunch!
 Boozy fun in the summer sun
Fighting Fit: Enter the Dojo
 Why karate gets a bad rap
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Have you ever wondered what a flag to represent the entire 
Earth should look like? Well now 
we have one! The International 
Flag of Planet Earth (yes, that’s its 
name) was conceived by Swedish 
artist Oskar Pernefeldt, when it 
became apparent that various 
nations would have to pool their 
resources if they planned to have a 
Mars landing by 2025. 
Personally I am glad that 
the mutual goal of planetary 
exploration has different space 
programs from all around the 
world working together rather 
than going into competition with 
one another, like what happened 
with the moon landing. 
Pernefeldt decided to use blue 
and white as the main colours, 
because they are reminiscent of 
water which he feels is important 
because it covers so much of the 
planet and is so significant to life. 
The centre design is actually 
an artistic rendition of the 
Borromean rings—a mathematical 
concept consisting of several 
circles interlocking, with the idea 
being that removing any one circle 
will then topple the structure. This 
is a similar idea to the Olympic 
Rings, but not entirely the same, 
because with Borromean rings it’s 
imperative that all the rings be 
interlocking with one another. 
Symbolically I think it’s 
beautiful, that the Earth is a 
structure built on the cultures and 
differences of its people and that 
no single country is responsible 
for the integrity of the whole. 
According to a release put out by 
GlobalPost, Pernefeldt wanted 
to remind people “we share this 
planet, no matter of national 
boundaries … we should take care 
of each other and the planet we 
live on.”
From a more practical 
standpoint, I was initially a 
little put off by the flag. Though 
the individual ideas are good, 
combined the flag comes off 
looking very European, which is 
definitely a problem considering 
the technological super powers 
that you can expect will be 
contributing to the Mars landing 
(where the flag is supposedly 
going to make its debut) include 
Japan, China, Brazil, and India. 
Though it’s looking like this 
flag will become the official flag 
for Earth, nothing is set in stone 
yet and probably won’t be until 
we’re a little bit closer to that Mars 
landing goal. 
The International Flag 
for Planet Earth
 What it looks like, and why have one?
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
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   The importance of being honest
  O ‘it’s not a big deal’ Canada
  The grand parade of lifeless packaging
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worth trying—however, it is not 
peanut butter. The taste is not 
as sweet as peanut butter and 
fainter than Nutella. If you are 
yearning for a chocolate spread, 
it really is a one horse race—but 
that is for another Flavour Feud.  
Verdict: This was one of the 
toughest taste tests of my life. 
You literally cannot go wrong 
picking a peanut butter. There 
is good and there is great, 
sure, but in the grand 
scheme of things, they’re 
all great. As you know, 
many elements that go into 
peanut butter; a lot of the 
preference has to do with 
personal taste. For me it 
all comes down to flavours, 
the taste of peanuts. So the 
winner is Planters.
Kraft Smooth (retail price $4.57/500g): This has always been my grandparents’ 
go-to PB. If I wanted a sandwich, I knew 
that modestly designed green label with 
a teddy bear or two on it would be staring 
back at me momentarily. The product itself 
is much like the label. No muss, no fuss; 
doesn’t try to do anything fancy. You take 
a hefty chomp out of your simple combo 
and you know it’s a solid PB. Kraft is your 
second-line centre. It may not be the top 
dog, but it’s more than capable of carrying 
the load and with some star power to boot. 
Skippy Natural Smooth (retail price 
$4.97/500g): Until this article, I’d never 
had a jar of Skippy in my life. I did know, 
however, that the logo bore their iconic 
squirrel. And for that reason, I’d always 
felt in the back of my quality-advertising-
driven mind I would grab Skippy’s if I ever 
felt I needed to make a switch. That day has 
never come, but the opportunity to grab it 
has, and lo and behold when it did, I was 
horribly disappointed. The one reason: that 
delightful cartoon squirrel wasn’t upon 
the label; in its place was a messy collage 
of branding and cartoon peanut butter, 
as if consumers weren’t already blatantly 
aware of what they’re purchasing. It was 
like showing up to a pre-2005 Falcons game 
with Michael Vick not playing. Sure, it’s 
still peanut butter, but now its main draw 
isn’t there. To make matters worse, my 
childhood hopes for the brand were further 
shattered when my mouthful revealed 
Skippy to be nothing more than another 
mediocre PB. It has slightly less buttery 
texture than Kraft. Not that different to 
be honest, but enough of a step down to 
notice.
Planters Smooth (retail price 
$3.47/500g): Planters is a fairly new player 
on the market, coming out in 2011. It should 
come as a shock to all that it took the 
peanut giant that long though, seeing as 
it was a match seemingly made in heaven. 
That in mind, it would have been quite easy 
for the company to fail to meet the high 
expectations set by PB lovers everywhere. 
Fortunately for Planters, they met those 
expectations. It’s a richer peanut butter, but 
without being overbearingly so. It’s a tad 
thicker but it washes down easily with the 
standard beverage pairing of milk. 
Adams Creamy (retail price 
$4.97/500g): I grew up primarily on Adam’s 
Crunchy, so naturally, I felt this could be 
the one for me right from the start. I wasn’t 
wrong. Adam’s is the only true natural 
peanut butter in this lineup and it makes 
for a distinctly different experience. Ninety-
nine per cent peanuts with no added sugar, 
colour, or preservatives, zero trans fats. 
And then that gorgeous thick layer of oil 
that lets you know you’ve got the real deal 
on your hands. My mother always used to 
turn the jar over to deal with the oil but I’ve 
been a fan of mixing it in myself; there’s 
something deliciously enjoyable about 
watching the PB change before your eyes. 
It’s like cooking for those who have no 
cooking ability. Getting back to the peanut 
butter itself, it’s a fantastic gooey mess. 
Despite the initial oily topping, it mixes 
surprisingly well for an excellent texture. It 
tastes like a quality peanut butter and each 
bite was left wanting only by the fact that 
the consumption of this nutty goodness 
had to temporarily be halted as the previous 
scarfing was downed. 
Great Value Smooth (retail price 
$2.97/500g): I feel the need to state here 
that none of these are bad choices. That said, 
to my exceptionally refined peanut butter 
palate, Great Value (Wal-Mart’s brand) 
comes up short against the competition. 
It’s good, not great. Tasty, but not exactly 
leaving you lusting after more. There’s a bit 
of a frosting feel to Great Value and it comes 
off a bit cheap. 
Kraft Peanut Butter with Chocolate 
(retail price $4.57/500g): This selection 
really has no business being here. It’s not 
really a peanut butter. You’re not 
going to amble down the 
aisle looking for 
nutty brown 
goodness 
and pick up 
this little 
number. PB 
with chocolate 
is Kraft trying 
to be Nutella. And in a 
contest to see which product is 
more like Nutella, Nutella will 
obviously take the punch. Not 
that chocolatey, not that peanut 
buttery. A very disappointing 
product trying to compete in a 
niche already dominated by a 
brand that’s got it down pat.
Verdict: Although it was 
a true challenge discerning the 
different tastes initially, by the 
end of it, my stomach knew what 
it wanted: Adam’s. The natural PB 
brand just brings something unique 
to the table, and that uniqueness is 
of the good variety. Planters draws a 
close second, with Kraft in the middle, 
Skippy fourth, and Great Value bringing up 
the rear.
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
Kraft Smooth: Everybody loves those two cuddly bears on the packaging; 
we’ve grown up with it after all. In almost 
every household there is Kraft Peanut 
Butter, an easy-to-get, mediocre option. 
Peanut butter is hard to differentiate. 
They’re all good. But I fear this taste test 
may have inspired me to migrate away 
from it as the go-to choice. Kraft, in fact, 
sets a pretty low bar.  
Skippy Natural Smooth: Terrific 
consistency, but lacklustre taste. Often 
recognized as a big player in the mid-tier 
of the peanut butter, it’s surprising to see 
that the price is as high as it is. Skippy is 
an apt choice for those who want a nice 
feeling of peanut butter as it melts in 
their mouth, but it’s hard to consider it a 
first choice.  
Planters Smooth: Not surprising 
that a brand known for its peanuts would 
in fact do peanut butter so well. What is 
surprising was that it existed at all. Not 
easy to find, but worth looking 
for, Planters’ 
Eric Wilkins
Assistant Editor
 assistant
@theotherpress.ca
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
Peanut butter is one of the staples of the snacking and easy sandwich world. Along with frozen waffles and instant noodles, it’s a mainstay in students’ food arsenals. But with so many 
to choose from, how’s one to know which protein boost will go down easiest? Sure, you may be the betting type, but in this case, you just genuinely want the spread. So, without further 
ado, Flavour Feud this week presents the peanut butter edition. To keep things even, we’ve restricted the choices to smooth PBs and made exclusive use of Wonder Bread as our neutral 
pairing. Now stop deciding which cup you’re going to use and pour the milk already. 
Flavour feud
 Peanut butter: smooth
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authentic peanut taste and savoury 
consistency makes it a worthy and 
noticeable contender. 
Adams Creamy: Highly touted, but 
often messy, Adams doesn’t win the battle 
with flavour, but with an experience. The 
100 per cent natural selection is anything 
but hoity-toity. The peanut butter 
does not stick in your mouth, it lingers 
allowing the subtle taste to fade on your 
tongue. 
Great Value Smooth: If you are in 
Wal-Mart, with a budget, looking for 
peanut butter, don’t hesitate to get the 
Great Value. Indeed, it is. For a fraction of 
the other peanut butter choices, you are 
getting an unpredictably delightful taste 
of peanut butter that goes down as easily 
as many of the other selections. 
Kraft Peanut Butter with 
Chocolate: The wild card, Kraft Peanut 
Butter with Chocolate is as much peanut 
butter as Nutella is peanut butter. For 
those who like to jump around 
with spread, Kraft 
Peanut Butter with 
Chocolate is 
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We won. They acted like poor sports—or as they 
put it, they made a “mistake.” 
After the annual World Hockey 
Championship, with the 
Canadians beating the Russians 
6-1, the majority of the losing 
team skated off the ice as “O 
Canada” began to play. Whether 
it was an act of disappointment, 
bad sportsmanship, or political 
displeasure, it didn’t look good 
for the organization and the 
individual players. Still, there is 
nothing more awful than being 
forced to watch someone else 
celebrate, especially after getting 
plastered. 
I have played hockey games—
not at the international level, but 
still competitively—and I know 
how it feels to want something and 
then have someone beat you for it. 
Fuck them, right? I’ve shaken their 
hands, I’ve congratulated them, 
and now you want me to stand 
patiently while they sing their silly 
national song? We lost. Let me 
leave. What more do you want? 
I get it. There is a patriotic 
aspect to international sports; that 
is why the Olympics and World 
Cups are so popular. But we don’t 
need the opposition to look sad 
while our song plays. Generally 
speaking, I’m not a big fan of 
national anthems at sporting 
events altogether. I’ve heard “O 
Canada” and “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” so many times they’ve 
lost all meaning. 
The act made the team 
look like they had “no class” as 
Don Cherry would say. We all 
know what type of player Ilya 
Kovalchuk is, and the fact that he 
led the way was no surprise. But 
let’s not forget about the players 
that stayed on the ice, including 
superstars Alexander Ovechkin 
and Evgeni Malkin. Hockey is a 
team sport, but sportsmanship 
is an individual game. If you are 
going to punish anyone, punish 
the players individually, not the 
whole organization. 
Then again, what punishment 
would fit, especially during this 
heated tumultuous time between 
North America and Russia? 
Hockey may be the glue that 
keeps people together, but it is 
not a Band-Aid for international 
problems. Punish players, but 
don’t punish the game of hockey. 
It’d be a shame to see Russia 
banned from the tournament next 
year. It would be a shame if we 
couldn’t beat them again next year. 
For now, I’m happy giving the 
Russians the benefit of a doubt. In 
the heat of the moment, people do 
things that are in poor taste, but 
in the long run, nobody was hurt. 
So whatever, our national anthem 
wasn’t for them anyways. 
 Russians walk off the ice, Canadians 
should shake it off
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
I remember being a young kid trying to all but extort my 
parents for whatever I needed—
be it a toy, a twist cone from 
McDonald’s, or a new Nintendo 
game. One of the foolproof ways 
to get what you want at that age is 
to ask for something in advance, 
and then ask them to promise; 
generally, grown-ups have too 
much on their minds to think too 
far ahead. So, you’ve got a promise. 
Only they usually denied that they 
ever promised anything in the first 
place. 
Still, as I used to say, “a 
promise is a promise.”
That is to say, I used to say 
it, but I also still say it. Because 
if you’re going to be a mature, 
functional adult—particularly if 
you care about your career—this is 
important stuff. 
Today, the way we socialize is 
becoming irrevocably altered by 
technology, and stuff that’s said is 
also underrated. 
One of the single most absurd 
ways to signal to another person 
that you’re trustworthy is to swear 
on someone’s grave. Sit down 
and think about it for a bit and 
you’ll see that it’s obnoxious. It’s a 
superfluous way to say “you’ve got 
my word, homie,” and whatever 
trust is being placed in you is in 
no way as important as your late 
grandmother. 
If you’re trying to establish 
trust with me and you mention 
swearing on someone’s grave, I’m 
going to trust you a hell of a lot 
less. But, if you pull through for 
me, at least you can say you’re 
more respectable than the many 
people who spew out the word 
“promise” in a way that’s only 
slightly more meaningful than 
spewing out last night’s Fireball. 
The meaning behind the 
word “promise” is not to be taken 
lightly. The men and women who 
end up achieving the most respect 
from their peers are the ones who 
see their word as their bond. The 
ones who say “I promise to do 
something,” and then actually do 
it. You can’t be told something 
in confidence, go out and tell 
a bunch of people, and expect 
people to place their faith in 
you. If you make any number of 
promises to people who trust you 
and you don’t follow through, 
you are quite simply the single 
most useless, weak type of human 
being—one who’s unreliable and 
untrustworthy. 
If this sounds like you, I’d say 
a good start wouldn’t be to follow 
the plot of My Name is Earl and 
try to right all your past wrongs. 
Baby steps, to me, would involve 
not making promises unless you 
are certain you can accomplish the 
task. All it takes to get yourself out 
of possible deep shit in the future 
is to change a couple of words in a 
sentence. I respect someone who 
says, “I can’t promise anything, 
but I’ll do my best” way more 
than someone who uses the word 
so much it becomes devoid of 
meaning. 
There might be situations 
in the professional world where 
you have to step over someone’s 
corpse, and that’s fine. Donald 
Trump didn’t get rich by opening 
orphanages and curing cancer. 
But I would say in general that, 
even with social media turning 
millennials into unapologetic 
flakes, it should be considered 
socially unacceptable to give 
someone your word and screw 
them over.
Your word is your bond.
The importance of 
being honest 
 Why your word should be your bond, if it isn’t already
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
O ‘it’s not a big 
deal’ Canada
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How can you tell whether or not the world cares for you? 
You know when people are willing 
to band together and offer a 
critical part of themselves to keep 
you alive. 
When the owner of the 
Ottawa Senators, Eugene 
Melnyk, was diagnosed with 
liver complications and needed 
a new one to survive, he and his 
supporters reached out to the 
public. Crowd sourcing for an 
internal organ is in many ways 
taboo—shameless even—but 
realistically there is no shame in 
wanting to stay alive. With one 
in three people dying during the 
donor-waiting process, time was a 
luxury he didn’t have. 
The criticism was that 
Melnyk used his celebrity status 
to leapfrog other candidates 
awaiting transplants. Such 
behaviour was unethical. But how 
can you blame a dying man for 
using what he had created his 
whole life—his status—to stay 
alive. Placed in the same life-or-
death situation, you would do the 
same. You should do the same. 
The matter was that Melnyk 
was never a part of the general 
waiting list. He created his own 
list from people who would have 
otherwise not have become 
donors. Five hundred people 
came out of the woodwork to save 
this man. Only one volunteer 
was needed, but more than 20 
said they would continue the 
process, donating their organs to 
someone else in need. It was not 
Melnyk’s intention, but for a small 
moment he was able to place the 
spotlight on an often-forgettable 
circumstance. 
I don’t believe any person 
is more deserving of life than 
anyone else. But if I were 
diagnosed with any organ 
complication and needed a donor, 
I would like to think that I would 
do more than wait patiently. I 
would pull out your liver and use 
it as my own if I could. I would 
pull out your liver and give it to 
someone I love if I could. We are 
designed to care about those who 
are most close to us and those 
who have influenced us positively. 
It’s not that we idolize or worship 
these people, it’s because they 
matter to us. Let it be our way of 
thanking them for enriching our 
lives. 
Thinking of asking for such 
an important aspect of someone’s 
life—an organ—to stay alive 
really makes me rethink the way 
I treat those I love around me. 
Should I become ill, will I receive 
such an outpouring of love? Will 
500 volunteers come forward to 
save me? Will they for you? Then 
pause, really ponder, and ask 
yourself: why wouldn’t they? 
 Celebrity status is fair game in organ donation
Lend a hand and a liver
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
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I don’t have to tell anyone the myriad rationales behind the 
concept of recycling. In fact, I’d 
be hard-pressed to find anyone 
who doesn’t recycle in this 
day and age. It’s just generally 
accepted as “the thing to do.” 
On the other hand, the first 
world still generates staggering 
mounds of garbage on a daily 
basis. This problem could be 
fixed if the practice of recycling 
were expanded beyond its current 
purview.
Let’s take a look at a 
typical shopping trip in my 
family. I should mention that 
we are rather conservative 
shoppers, avoiding the majority 
of processed, packaged, or 
preserved foods, and are mostly 
in favour of fresh produce. 
This should have the result of 
reducing our garbage production 
by a fair fraction, but despite 
our best efforts, we still seem to 
generate an inordinate amount of 
useless plastic.
First, we hit the bulk food 
aisle. Everything there gets a 
plastic bag and a twist tie: nuts, 
dried fruit, etc. So do fruits and 
vegetables, from bananas to bok 
choy. Some produce, like grapes, 
already comes in a perforated bag 
but then gets bagged again. Then 
there are the clamshell packages 
for berries and tomatoes, plastic 
water bottles, and cardboard 
juice boxes, not to mention BPA-
lined tin cans for beans and fish, 
or flamboyant cereal boxes with 
plastic bags inside them.
I haven’t even gotten to 
toiletries, but let’s bring what 
we’ve got to the checkout and 
put it in more plastic bags—huge 
ones, whose only purpose is to 
transport the food from the store 
to our house, then stretch and 
rip at the handles. I understand 
that we have to package food 
for transportation, but canvas 
bags haven’t caught on here like 
they have in the UK because 
disposable plastic bags are still 
too conveniently available. 
Hence, people still prefer them.
Here’s my three-step plan 
for retailers to reduce garbage 
from grocery shopping. First, give 
everyone a big-ass cardboard box 
with your store logo on it. Tell 
them to use it every time they 
shop at your store. Voilà—no 
more plastic bags. If customers 
still want to use the plastic bags, 
charge them for it.
Secondly, to discourage 
purchase of excessively packaged 
foods and plastic bags alike, add a 
five-cent “recycling tax” surcharge 
to all packaged items, including 
plastic bags from checkout. This 
will encourage people to buy 
more fresh produce and rely 
on the aforementioned store-
branded box, which is healthier 
for both the customer and the 
environment.
Finally, expand the scope of 
all recycling depots. Currently, 
the majority of recycled items 
are water bottles, juice cartons, 
and liquor bottles, and most 
everything else goes to the 
landfill. Instead, we should push 
through the use of refundable 
deposits, the recycling of tin cans, 
clamshell packages, milk cartons, 
cereal boxes, twist ties, elastic 
bands, and bar code stickers. This 
will incentivize people to “cash in 
their bounty” and earn back their 
recycling tax.
The only way to solve most 
problems is to pay for a solution. 
Human beings are creatures of 
habit and self-interest. Even if 
only in five-cent increments, 
we would create efficient, 
better-funded recycling depots, 
less garbage in local landfills, 
healthier customers, and less 
hassle when shopping. 
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 Plastic sucks, but what to do about it?
The grand parade of lifeless packaging
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
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Many dog lovers and fans of the Pirates of the Caribbean 
series were holding their breath 
in mid-May when Johnny Depp 
faced threats from the Australian 
agricultural minister. The two-
time Sexiest Man Alive was caught 
smuggling his Yorkshire terriers, 
Pistol and Boo, into Australia. 
The country has strict animal 
security laws that are put in place 
to prevent spread of rabies among 
domestic dogs. This meant that 
Depp’s beloved pets faced threats 
of euthanasia, and he himself, jail 
time. 
No dog deserves to die 
because of their owner’s folly, 
and certainly not ones that have 
no legitimate case of rabies. You 
think Depp’s cutie little dogs are 
going to hurt anyone or anything? 
If you do, then it might be better 
to put you down. 
Obviously I understand the 
severity of the case: Australia is 
not located far from countries 
where stray dogs run rampant, 
such as Indonesia. And with 
such a rough history of animal 
infestation—remember the 
Rabbit Proof Fence erected to 
keep pests from invading Western 
Australia?—it is natural to take 
caution with such an event. 
The government is mighty 
powerful, but I believe this event 
was more of an opportunity for 
the Australian government to 
assert its might and alert travellers 
that the law is not to be trifled 
with. Threatening a celebrity’s 
pet—or anyone’s pet—is akin to 
threatening their children. It’s 
a big deal. They want people to 
remember the threat next time 
they are tempted to smuggle pets 
into the country. 
Still, it ultimately comes 
across as a farce. Politicians killing 
little dogs sounds like the first 
scene of House of Cards, doesn’t 
it? The government handled the 
situation tastelessly. It made them 
appear like bullies rather than 
the cautious obedient mutts they 
are. I agree that Depp should 
not have any higher form of 
treatment than us normal people, 
and with that being the case, just 
fine him. Why resort to murder? 
Why does something need to die 
just because you want to teach a 
celebrity and the world at large a 
lesson? 
It’s understandable for 
the government of Australia to 
feel undermined by a big-shot 
movie star—yes, the one from 
Mortdecai—but no one was 
harmed and animals deserve to be 
with their owners the same way 
children deserve to be with their 
parents. Perhaps Depp should 
have known better, but thanks 
to his folly, we all know how 
uptight the Australian agricultural 
security is.  
 Johnny Depp’s dogs do not deserve death
Screw the pooch
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
   ALERT: Robbery on campus
   The meaning of life:
   “Status No” speaks
And more!Humour
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Sharon Miki, Humour Editor
                       humour@theotherpress.ca
 Experts baffled at anomaly
A local college student’s recent accomplishment has sent 
experts from all across the world 
into a frenzy. In a move attracting 
the attention of representatives 
everywhere—from the Vatican 
to Ripley’s Believe it Or Not!—
Timothy Gilmour, 22, is confirmed 
to be on track to receive his college 
degree on time with no issues 
whatsoever.
Gilmour entered into 
the Bachelor of Arts program 
only four years ago, officially 
declaring his intent to major in 
Communications with a minor in 
Marketing. Only eight semesters 
later, he is projected to become 
the first student in history to 
graduate on time with no change 
in major or mental health crisis. 
Even more shockingly, Gilmour 
has maintained a 3.5 or higher 
GPA throughout his academic 
path, and has no outstanding 
student loan debt. 
He has attributed his success 
to things like “scholarships,” “clear 
goals,” and “responsible time 
management.” Although such 
concepts are considered foreign or 
even repulsive to the majority of 
college students, studies show that 
academic success is indeed linked 
to responsibility. 
However, the student 
system anomaly does not have 
everyone applauding. Concerns 
about Gilmour’s success have 
been expressed by both his 
current professors and future 
employers. Sociology professor 
Glen Beckman was particularly 
bothered by Gilmour’s progress 
in his final semester. “He handed 
every assignment in on time! He 
double-checked with me about 
upcoming midterms and his 
current progress to ensure all his 
requirements were being met. He 
even visited me during my allotted 
office hours because he didn’t 
understand the material fully! 
Cooperative students—what was 
he playing at?”  
Vibe Communications Inc. 
has been reviewing Gilmour’s 
resumé for consideration after his 
graduation. “I don’t understand 
it,” explained HR manager Greg 
Milton. “This graduate has no 
gaps in his academic record, has 
outstanding knowledge of the 
field, and even has internship 
experience. We’re just not used 
to hiring people with actual 
qualifications and relevant 
degrees. I really hope this is 
some sort of computer glitch. 
Competent graduates entering the 
workforce make all of us look bad.” 
 A paper analyzing the 
trend of Gilmour’s success—
academically published by 
Gilmour as his senior thesis—
suggests the anomaly is unlikely 
to occur again. The college system 
will continue to push out lazy, 
unmotivated, unstable, and 
degree-hopping graduates. Their 
disappointing and incompetent 
accomplishments are on par 
with the disappointment and 
incompetence of the academic 
system and job market beyond 
graduation. 
One analysis for Gilmour’s 
strange story is the fact that he 
shot specifically for a Bachelor’s 
degree. Statistics show 95 per 
cent of students are not driven 
enough for a full four years, and 
instead pursue Associate’s degrees, 
certificates, or diplomas—pieces 
of paper that take just as long 
to obtain in general, but are 
significantly less useful.
Student sanely, successfully 
graduates college responsibly
Chandler Walter
Distribution Manager
My Dearest Lauren,
I write you from the rubble, the ruin, and the remnants of what 
was once a great city. The hours are long, and the work seems 
never-ending. The other day Jim and I uncovered a basement of 
corpses; it was in one of the buildings that were smashed by the 
Hulk in the battle against the Chitauri. 
It appears the Avengers have left us to pick up the pieces of 
their heroic war, and though we are all immensely grateful to 
them; for saving us, our loved ones, the whole world… the death 
tolls are high, and the aftermath, horrific. 
Do you remember the two-year rebuild project I’d worked 
on back in 2002? After Spider-Man’s confrontation of That 
Green Weirdo? That was nothing compared to this. I may not 
be home for a long time, my sweet. Please tell the children I 
love them. I hope they will remember me, when I return. 
We don’t have it so bad, come to think of it. Rumour has 
it that trouble is brewing over in Gotham, and Eric, a friend 
of mine out that way, says there’s talk of that destructive 
Superman going around. It’s a pity; they’ve just finished 
cleaning up after the Joker. I may be relocated there, if the worst 
should happen. 
Electricity hasn’t returned to the city yet, with the exception 
of the Stark Manor aglow in the distance. The nights are cold 
and dark, and that Tony doesn’t seem to care about helping us 
unless it involves killing things in that dumb suit. 
I sometimes wonder why I took this job, for I miss you 
dearly, and my back isn’t what it used to be—but I know 
someone has to do it. After the explosions, the lasers, the car/
helicopter/motorcycle/fighter-jet crashes, and those damnable 
Norse gods causing all kinds of ruckus, I know that it’s left to 
the common folk to tend to their wounds.
I saved a child, the other day. Resuscitated her from the 
edge of death. She looked me in the eyes and said “Iron Man, he 
saved us.” And though she spoke truth, I cringed at the name all 
the same. 
We will be lucky to go a year or two before a fresh threat 
appears in this city, whether by his making or by the powers he’s 
meddled with. 
Please don’t worry about me; I’ve made it through all that 
Iron Man could subject this city to, a few Spider-Men, and even 
the mess left by that odd group of turtles. I can handle whatever 
awaits us. 
We’ll have our day, soon. I promise.
– Chandler Walter, Destruction Manager 
of Superhuman Affairs and Restoration
 One man’s part in the salvation of 
humanity
‘A letter from the 
destruction’
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
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College students should be keeping a close watch on 
their purses and wallets, as many 
reports of mass thievery on 
campus have surfaced. 
Many of these reports are 
gut-wrenching, and we advise 
our readers to continue through 
this article at their own risk. 
We talked to students about 
the incidences, though most 
were too shaken to form full 
sentences, or even to look our 
reporter in the eye. One Jason 
Wells, a second-year general 
studies student, had calmed 
down enough to be interviewed. 
“I just, I don’t understand 
how it happened,” said Wells, 
his eyes glazed over, half staring 
into the distance. “In a single 
moment, I lost hundreds. Do 
you know how many burgers 
I flipped to make that kind of 
cash?!” 
This is an especially 
emotional case, as this is the 
fourth time Wells has been 
robbed in his time at the college, 
and he suspects it won’t be his 
last. 
“Every semester, time and 
again. You think you’re safe. You 
think you’re financially stable—
and then, poof! Gone. Blink of 
an eye. Tap of a card.” 
From the information we 
have collected, it appears that 
the thieves primarily work out of 
the college bookstores, preying 
mostly on first-year students. 
Their strategies are many, their 
charades choreographed and 
cunning. It appears that no one 
is safe, and we advise college-
going students to be wary 
within/near the bookstores, 
especially during the earlier 
weeks of the semester. 
“I’ve watched them do it,” 
said student Veruca Barnes, an 
outspoken advocate for SABR 
(Students Against Bookstore 
Robbery). “These kids, they 
practically line up to be robbed. 
Every semester it’s the same; it 
breaks my heart. [The thieves] 
even leave a paper trail: every 
student pickpocketed is left with 
varying pages of useless paper—
dozens, hundreds, but it’s all just 
incomprehensible script. They’re 
just taunting the victims.” 
College and university 
officials have been notified, 
though so far their powers over 
the matter are slim. It leads 
one to wonder if a darker, more 
sinister agenda is underway in 
the post-secondary institutions 
many students have come to 
love, and even consider home.
For now, the most that 
students can do is stick together, 
weather the storm, and hold on 
to the hope that someday this 
madness will end. 
We’re all looking for answers, and I’ve found a way to 
give them to you. Here’s how to do it: stare at the below 
word search for two to three minutes. The first three 
words that come to you are the meaning to your life. 
Tweet us your results @TheOtherPress!
 Many college students fall victim to theft
 A very important word search
“She has a very… projective personality.”
ALERT: Robbery on campus
The meaning of life: Vintage Ad
Chandler Walter
Distribution Manager
Sharon Miki
Humour Editor
 humour
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Brittney MacDonald
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An as-yet-unheard-of party calling itself “Status No” 
has come onto the political 
scene, just in time to run 
in the upcoming Federal 
election. Despite their lack of 
public recognition, political 
commentator Rex Smurphy 
agreed to interview party leader 
Bigby Brother on CBC’s The 
National.
When questioned on 
Status No’s party line, Brother 
had this to say: “As a party, we 
believe in the tenets of radical 
centrism; that is to say, we think 
controversy distracts too much 
from real political issues, so 
we agree with everyone and 
everything—all the time.”
Confused, Smurphy asked 
Brother how he could possibly 
agree with the conflicting 
agendas of various social justice 
groups. “We agree with the 
feminist call for social reform 
regarding everyday sexism, and 
we also agree with the men’s 
rights activist movement and 
their views on the same subject,” 
said Brother. “Everyone is on our 
side because we are on everyone’s 
side; that is to say, whenever we 
are wrong, necessarily we are 
right.”
Smurphy pressed the issue, 
asking which lobby groups 
SN officially supports. “All of 
them, nominally,” said Brother, 
“though we refuse to financially 
advantage one group over the 
other. It creates too much 
political bias, and we don’t like to 
rock the boat. Disagreeing is just 
such a bother.” Smurphy asked if 
this had anything to do with SN’s 
lack of funding, to which Brother 
replied “Absolutely not,” and 
declined to comment further.
Brother was eager, however, 
to share his opinion on Prime 
Minister Stephen Harpoon. 
“Well, of course we all agree 
that Harpoon’s Bill C-51 is 
sociopolitical genius, both in its 
original form and after NDP Tom 
Mullet’s proposed amendments. 
We also favour Justin “Bieber” 
Trudeau’s Transparency Act. 
Essentially, we think that 
the government should have 
unfettered access to all private 
information, and that the people 
should be allowed to scrutinize 
all government information. 
This should help to ensure a 
stable Liberal-Conservative-NDP 
coalition, which of course we 
also support.”
When pressed for further 
clarification regarding his 
party’s philosophy, Brother only 
answered, “Yes.”
 New political party agrees with all, supports none
By Angela Epinoza, Contributor
“Status No” speaks
Grammer Time
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Dear Kelsey,
It has come to my attention that you have not been paying your bills on time. While 
I try to keep an open mind and a positive attitude, as your landlord, eight months 
without a word from you on your money situation has become somewhat alarming.
Please respond as soon as you can with an explanation as well as your missing rent 
in the attached envelope.
— David Hyde Pierce
Hi David,
Beg your pardon, but I must ask what this “it” 
you wrote of refers to? I realize that the “it” in
question does refer to a concern of yours, but why 
are you making me, as a reader, work to figure “it” 
out?
In addition, “somewhat” seems unnecessary. If this 
issue in question were only “somewhat” alarming, 
I’m sure you wouldn’t be wasting your time and mine 
by bringing the issue to my attention.
 
Be off with you,
Kelsey Grammer

